Introducing “Joy Magazine” for Children
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)
Sunday, June 9, 2024
My sons and daughters in this blessed Archdiocese,

| am delighted to inform you that the first issue of Joy Magazine for children has
recently been released by our Archdiocese. The pages and sections of this
Orthodox Christian magazine are designed to instill our faith in our children. As
you read this letter, | hope copies have reached all of our churches. We have
allocated a number of free copies for each church, so you have the opportunity
to subscribe through your churches or by mail if you prefer.

We chose the name “Joy” (“Farah” in Arabic) because the proclamation of our
faith begins with joy: “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11); and it ends with joy, “And they
worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy” (Luke 24:52). We
want joy for our children. After receiving the issue, some of you expressed great
joy and what its pages brought to them.

Jesus’s body was
buned by Joseph of
Arimathea in a new
tomb And the door of
the tomb was sealed
with a huge rock. The
high priest ordered that
the tomb be guorded,
50 10 one could steal
the body of Jesus.

‘tha threo women who cama to visit the tomb according
\to tradition. There, they found the stone rolled away
“and that the tomb was empty. An Angel {old them that
Jasus was not there, and that they shouid go tell the
discipies that He is risen from the dead

At that event is
what we celebrate on
the Sunday of Great
and Holy Pascha, and
we chant together:

Christ iv rigen
From the dead tram-
pﬁug down death
by death and upon
those in the tombe
besfowing life."



https://www.antiochian.org/dashboard?name=Joy%20Magazine

This magazine has an

Page 2l Tssve 12024 @ old story that | would
like to share with you.

The ideafirst began on a

0‘9 P‘r‘t spring day in 1992 when

| was discussing with

some university youth
from the Orthodox
Youth Movement the
Sunday School ministry
and how to provide
children with a spiritual
education that sticks

We believe in the Holy Trinity:
The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Have you ever counted how
many times the Holy Spirit was
revealed to us, and in what
forms?

Here are some examples:

Ac a light wind:

God spoke to Prophet Elias through
a light wind (I Kings 19:5-18)

/k‘ a Dave: .
The Holy Spirit descended in the form of a dove at the Baptism of Jesus with them at home- At
Christ by St John the Baptist. (Matthew 3: 13-17) that time we agreed on
b
A¢ a clovd: th d f
The Holy Spirit descended in the shape of clouds that came over Jesus Christ e nee or an
when He was transfigured on Mount Tabor. (Matthew 17: 1-8) OrthOdOX magazi ne
As Tonguss of Fire: tailored to them at their
The Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost. (Acts .
2:1-4) reading level.
Now let's learn the prayer that calls the Holy Spirit:
0 Heavenly King, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art in all And so we began, with

places, and fillest all things, Treasury of good things, and Giver T .
of life. Come and abide in us, and cleanse us from every stain; humlllty and Very sim ple

and save our souls, O good One. means. The early issues

were very basic in terms

of  production and

printing. They started in black and white, and soon the children eagerly
embraced them in all the Antiochian archdioceses in the Middle East.

The increasing demand for them placed a greater responsibility on the editorial
board than anticipated. But with the grace of God, we received support and the
additional help that we needed.

During my visit to this God-protected Archdiocese between 1995-1996, | spent
some time in Wichita as a guest of Bishop Basil Essey. There, Mr. Eric Namee
became acquainted with the magazine after seeing some of its issues at the
chancery. He provided us through the “Farah” Foundation with enough funds



to buy a photocopier, a computer, some design programs, and a camera.
These devices helped us tremendously in developing the magazine.

After my election as an auxiliary bishop for His Beatitude Patriarch Ignatius IV
of thrice-blessed memory, greater opportunities became available for the
magazine’s development and its pages increased. Issues came out in color
and distribution expanded, until it exceeded eight thousand copies for each
edition.

Eventually, the desire arose toissue Joy in English forthe archdioceses of North
America and Australia. We started with the grace of God, and three editions
were published, but deteriorating security conditions and the cessation of mail
forced us to stop issuing it. The Arabic version also stopped shortly thereafter.
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Sonntage nach o™
(PRingstzeit) ¥

(& © Joy, Pas-cha (Ostern) ist vorbel! ich bebe dio
§ Gottesdienste, die zum GroBen und Heiligen
LS Pas-cha fuhran Ich habe das GefGhl, dass oo
‘ .V ‘\ __ schnell vorbeigegangen ist
00 BB 8 ) tonika: Mir auch! Aber weibt du was? Unsere \ . e
% Osterfeier hort nicht mit dem Auferstehungs- : vir such daran erinnert
sonntag aul In jedem Gottesdienst bis Christi ! ng 3 eboton wird, den Juden und
Himmelfahrt singen wir das Oster-Troparion, den Helden, den Mannadn und den Frauen, den Heiligen und den
und wir begruBen einander mit den Worten Sandern
“Christus it auforstanden! Er ist wahrhaftg
auferstanden!”AuBerdem widmet die Kirche
ofte S Ge vor
Beconders? Pfingsten fir be-
Tnwiefern? sondere Felern,

Tage nach dem Pas-chafest godenken wir Jesu

Lin den Himmed!
\kal erschien. und or 2wedelle an der Waheh

3 9 ba! dwo Wundon an seinen Handon un inor Selte zu
fuhlen Er fUhrte den physischen Bowes for die Auferstehung

die im Ji
bekraftl

After |l arrived in this blessed Archdiocese and my acquaintance with the needs
of its Department of Christian Education, | saw the necessity of issuing a
magazine directed to our children and that they could read at home. | studied
its revival, with many specialists in children’s education and with some
members of the old magazine team, who were forced to move and live in the



United States and Canada. Many
responded positively to the idea,
some volunteers from the
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Archdiocese began to offer their BISHOP
RAFHAGL /

services, and thus the first issue
was born with funding from the
Archdiocese and a generous
contribution from The Order of St.
Ignatius of Antioch. The Antiochian
Archdiocese of Germany
requested permission to publish a
German version, and the
Antiochian Orthodox Media Center
in Balamand, Lebanon requested Du Verteidiger unseres Glaubens, grofier Troster

der Trauernden, Vater der Waisenkinder und Fre-
und der Armen. Du guter Hirte der die verlorenen

pel’mISS|0n to pUb“Sh It In Arablc- Schafe sucht, oh Raphael, Stolz der Orthodoxen, Sohn
. Antiochiens und Stolz Amerikas, bitte Christus Gott fur
Thus, the magazine became a uns, die wir dich ehren.

means of communication between

the archdioceses.

On behalf of our Archdiocese, | thank the magazine team who worked hard and
cooperated with joy and apostolic zeal to print the first issue. The second issue
will be released before Christmas, and the magazine will be issued quarterly in
the coming year.

In its beginnings, the magazine will be somewhat modest, but | hope it will
evolve and grow with your support and diverse contributions. The magazine
welcomes every talented expert in writing, drawing, and design who wishes to
volunteer their services for its publication. They can offer their services by
contacting Fr. Peter Ackle at joy@antiochian.org.

| hope this magazine will be the beginning of launching many pastoral services
that we will build together for a bright Christian future for you and the
Archdiocese. Knowing your zeal, | do not feel the need to encourage you to
subscribe and deliver the magazine to as many children as possible. May God
bless you and protect our children with His abundant grace.

(For subscription information, contact joy@antiochian.org.)
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