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Intermediate Byzantine Notation 
with Dr. Nicholas Jones 

 
 

Objective 
Attendees will learn about scale changes, complex rhythms, basic interpretation, 
and introductory composition skills. 
 

Prerequisites 
A fluent knowledge of the byzantine note names (Ni, Pa, Vou…), basic up and 
down symbols, and simple rhythms is essential to begin this course. If you can read 
and chant an heirmologic/brief hymn from Vespers by yourself and at the 
appropriate tempo, you should be equipped to begin going deeper. For example, 
look at the following hymn; if you can chant it by sight, you should be able to join 
the course: 
http://www.stanthonysmonastery.org/music/Vespers/b2170_Lord_I_have_c
ried.pdf 
 
 

Summary 
Intermediate Byzantine Notation will consist of five 2-hour sessions. Each session 
will build upon the prior lesson, and the skills acquired there. We will begin by 
discussing scale changes and ways to word paint. We will also introduce more 
complex rhythms that are found in Doxastica and Cherubic hymns. Interpretation 
will be discussed throughout the course, as needed. Finally, we will look at the 
basics of musical composition in the byzantine style. 
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Plagal 2nd Aposticha #3 – Hymn Text 
Wishing to set aright our former mutability, Christ is nailed to the Cross and laid in the grave. 
Seeking Him with tears, the myrrh-bearing women spake with lamentation: Woe unto us, 
O Saviour of all. How didst Thou deign to dwell in the grave? And having deigned to dwell 
therein, how wast Thou stolen? How wast Thou removed? What place hath hidden Thy 
life-bearing Body? But, O Master, reveal Thyself to us, as Thou didst promise, and cause 
our tearful lament to cease. And as they grieved, an Angel cried out to them: Cease your 
lamentation and tell the Apostles that the Lord is risen, granting unto the world forgiveness 
and great mercy. (HTM) 
 
Desiring to return us to Paradise, * Christ was nailed to the Cross and placed in a tomb. * 
The Myrrhbearing Women sought Him with tears, crying, * “Woe to us, O Savior! * How 
do You deign to descend to death? * What place can hold Your life bearing body? * Come 
to us as You promised! * Take away our wailing and tears!” * Then the Angel appeared to 
them: * “Stop your lamentations! * Go, proclaim to the Apostles: * ‘The Lord is risen,// 
granting us purification and great mercy!’” (OCA) 
 
Wishing to lift us out of the ancient corruption, Christ was nailed upon the cross and laid in 
the tomb. In tears the women bearing myrrh searched for him and said lamenting: Woe to 
us! O Savior of all, how did you consent to stay in a tomb? And as you stayed there willingly, 
how were you stolen? How were you moved? What place now hides your life-giving body? 
O Master, appear to us as you have promised, and dry up the fountain of our tears. 
Thereupon as they wept, an angel came to them and cried: Cease your weeping and tell the 
apostles that the Lord is risen, granting the world forgiveness and great mercy. (GOA) 
 
Wishing to set us upright from our ancient fall, Christ was nailed to a cross and placed in a 
tomb. The Myrrhbearing Women, as they sought him with tears, said, lamenting: Alas, 
Saviour of all, how is it that you deigned to dwell in a tomb? How is it, since you dwelt there 
willingly, that you have been stolen? How is it that you have been moved? What place has 
hidden your life-bearing body? But Master, as you promised, appear to us, and bring to an 
end the grieving of our tears. But as they lamented an Angel cried out to them: End your 
lament! Say to the Apostles that: The Lord has risen, granting the world pardon and his 
great mercy. (EL) 
 
Ῥεύσεως ἡμᾶς – from a word for flow, run, stream, gush. 
 
Μετὰ δακρύων – with tears 
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The Exaltation of the Cross 

 
 

September 14 
 
 

Vespers Doxasticon 
 

Second Mode (Soft Chromatic) �
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Intonation: #7

Dovxa Patriv

                lo -     -     -     -     -    ry    ƒto   ƒthe        ƒFa -     -     -     -     ther, and_   to     ƒƒthe___Ì  G 

double-click to hear MIDI file
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                       ƒome,________ÌÌÌÌ     all_______Ì ƒƒƒye____ÌÌÌ   ƒna -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - 

ƒƒtions,     ƒƒlet    ƒƒƒƒus     wor -     -     -     -   ƒƒƒƒship_______ÌÌƒƒƒƒthe__ƒƒƒbless -     -     -     -     -   ƒƒed___Ì 

  ƒ_______Ì  Tree,    through whichƒ was__ÌÌÌƒwrought thē     ƒev -     -     er -   -  ƒƒlastƒ-ƒing    ƒƒright - 

B            ƒoth  ƒƒnow   and___Ì   ƒev -     -     -     -     -      er_________            ƒand ƒun -  to  ƒthē__Ì     

    a -     -     -  ges      of________ÌÌ    ƒa -     -     ƒges.         ƒA -     -    ƒmen.__________________ 

 ƒ___________________Ì 

    Son,___________ƒ and   ƒƒto  ƒ   ƒƒthe        Ho -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒƒly   

    ƒƒSpir -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -    it. 

 

Deu'te pavnta ta; e[qnh
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   -     -     -     -     -   eous -     -     -     -     - ƒƒƒƒness.       ƒFor   ƒhe     that    ƒby    a__Ì  ƒtree    ƒƒbe - 

   ƒƒ- ƒguiled ƒƒƒour   ƒƒfore - fa-ƒther__  ƒƒAd -     -     -     -     -     -     -ƒƒƒƒam,           is     him - ƒƒself   enƒƒ- 

   ƒƒ- ƒsnared_______ÌÌÌ    ƒƒby_________ƒthe_________ ƒCross;      ƒƒƒand     ƒhe ƒƒthat  ƒƒby      ƒtyr - ƒƒanƒƒ- 

   ƒ-     - ƒƒƒny____ƒƒƒgained ƒƒƒdo - ƒƒminƒ-ƒion__Ì    ƒƒo -     -     -  ƒver    ƒƒthe  ƒƒcre -  ƒa - ƒtion__  ƒof  ƒƒƒƒthe_ 

  ƒ__ King,    ƒis_________Ìƒƒƒƒby___Ì   faith     o - ƒver - ƒƒ-ƒƒthrown_ÌÌ    in     ƒƒƒƒut -     -   ƒƒter       ru -  - 

  ƒƒ-     -     -   in.          ƒƒBy  ƒƒthe   Blood__Ì ƒof__ÌÌÌƒƒƒGod,   the   ƒƒƒser-pent's_  poi -    -    -  son  

  ƒƒƒƒis   washed____________ÌÌ        ƒa -     -     -     -     way;        ƒƒand    ƒthe  ƒƒƒƒcurse___________ 

   ƒƒof    ƒƒa___Ìƒƒƒjust__________Ì   ƒcon - ƒƒƒdem -    na -     -     -     -   tion           ƒƒis    loosed by__ÌÌ 

    thē______ÌÌ un -    -  ƒjust    judg -  -ƒƒƒment_Ìƒƒpassed__Ì     a -  ƒƒgainst__Ì   ƒƒƒthe      Just_______ÌÌ 

  ƒ_ÌÌ ƒƒOne.        For____   ƒit     ƒwas    ƒƒƒfit -ƒƒƒting that  ƒƒƒthe___ÌÌ wood should be_Ì healed______Ì 
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ƒƒƒƒ____Ì       ƒby___________ wood;      ƒƒand    ƒthat   ƒƒƒƒthe    ƒƒsuf - fer -    ƒƒ-  ƒƒings___Ì   ƒof     him_ 

 ƒƒ____Ìƒƒƒwho  ƒwas   ƒƒcon -  ƒ- demnedƒƒƒbe - cause__________ÌÌÌÌ   ƒƒof___Ìƒƒthe___Ì  ƒtree  should__ 

    ƒbe__ÌÌ     done__ÌÌ    ƒa -     -  ƒƒway       through the     ƒpas -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -      

  sion     ƒof    ƒƒHim___ƒƒWho______ÌÌ   ƒis     ƒpas -     -     - ƒƒsion -    ƒƒ-    ƒƒ-    ƒƒ- less.         But,___Ì 

    O   ƒChrist    our_______________________________ƒƒƒKing,       ƒgloƒƒ-ƒƒry    ƒto     ƒƒthy   ƒdread_ 

 ƒ__ ƒƒƒƒdisƒ-ƒpen - ƒƒƒsa - ƒƒƒƒtion ƒtoward_ÌÌ   ƒƒus,       ƒ ƒƒƒwhere - ƒby ƒƒThou ƒƒƒƒhast_______ÌÌ  saved ƒus___  

      ƒall,____      ƒsince Thou   ƒƒƒart   ƒƒƒgood  ƒƒand     the_ ƒFriend__________Ì    ƒƒƒƒof___________Ì 

    ƒƒman.___________Ì 
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Intonation: #8

Dovxa Patriv

              ƒlo -  ƒry___     ƒto____Ì   ƒthe ƒ    ƒFa -    ƒƒ-    ƒƒ-    ƒƒ-    ƒƒ- ther    ƒand       ƒto_________ÌÌ the_   

 ƒ_______ƒƒSon,_______              ƒƒand______ÌÌ     ƒto________   ƒƒthe___ÌÌ  ƒƒHo -     -     ly      Spir -  

  -     -    -     -     -    ƒƒit. 

G 

Th'" Magdalhnh'" Mariva"

double-click to hear MIDI file
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  ƒƒSav -     -     -    iour'sÌÌÌ  ƒƒƒRes -   ƒƒur -    -    ƒrec -     -     -     -   ƒtion________Ì   ƒand_________Ì 

 ƒƒ_ÌÌ  ƒƒƒHis___ÌÌ  ap -  -ƒƒƒƒpear -     -     ance_ÌÌ     ƒƒto_ÌÌ   ƒƒƒƒher,___Ì        ƒƒƒthe___Ì   ƒƒdis -    ci -    ƒ-    ƒ- 

   -     -   ƒples  ƒƒƒwere    ƒup -  ƒbraid -     -     -     -     -     -     -    ƒƒed          ƒƒƒƒƒfor___Ì ƒƒƒtheir______Ì 

 ƒƒhard -     -     -     -     -  ness_______ of________ÌÌÌ  heart,__________         ƒbe - ƒcause they__ 

   ƒdis -    -     be -    -  lieved;_______Ì  ƒƒƒƒbut      af - ƒƒƒƒter theyƒƒƒƒwere_______Ì ƒarmedƒƒ with  signs  

   ƒand_______ÌÌ  ƒwon -    ƒ-    ƒ-ƒƒƒders,_____ÌÌ  they were_ÌÌ  sent_______Ìƒƒforth_ÌÌ     ƒƒto__  preach._

 ƒƒ__        And  where -    ƒas_______________  ƒƒThou,________Ì ƒƒO_________Ì  Lord,     ƒƒƒƒdidst  

   ƒƒas -  ƒcend__________ÌÌÌÌ  ƒƒƒto__ÌÌÌ     Thy        Fa -     -     -     -   ƒƒƒther,    ƒƒƒthē_______ÌÌÌÌ   ƒƒƒAu - 

   -     - ƒƒƒƒƒthor__Ì      of_________ƒƒƒƒƒLight,__ÌÌ       ƒƒƒthey  ƒpreached_________________________Ì 

    the________ƒƒƒƒword ƒƒƒthey preached_  the___ÌÌ    ƒword___________________________(n)__ 
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 ƒƒ___________________(d)        ƒeve -     -    ƒry -     -     -    where, con-firmƒ-ƒing__ÌÌ        it____Ì 

ƒƒwithÌÌÌÌ ƒƒƒƒmir -     -     -     -     a -     -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒƒcles.__ÌÌÌ     ƒƒƒWhere-fore, we__ƒƒƒƒwho_  

 ƒ__  have___ ƒƒƒbeen ƒƒƒenƒ-ƒƒlight -     -     -     - ƒƒened ƒby___ÌÌÌƒƒƒƒthem         ƒglo -    -    - ƒƒƒri -   -  ƒƒƒfy  

  ƒThy    ƒRes -  ƒƒƒƒur -   ƒrec -    ƒ-    ƒ-ƒƒƒtion  from__________Ì     ƒƒƒƒthe___________Ì ƒƒƒdead,        ƒO  

   man -      be -   ƒƒ-  friend -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -  ƒing______ ƒƒƒLord. 

Continue with the Theotokion in the mode 
of the week on pages 888-898
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(eothinon) 

 

Fourth Mode 
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��������������������������������������������������������������� ��������������������� ������������������E� ' g]  L � L ( � 
� L � � � L � � � 1& g! ]�

�L� :	  �;� g  L�  M̀    L< L L �� 4 � � ) H]  g  :	  �;� g  

L�     M`     

�

 L ' g  1& g  :	  F!P g  g  �L � g%  "'  f� 
 L 1    � � �                 t     wasƒƒƒver - ƒy__Ì  ƒƒear -     -     -     ly____Ì         ƒƒƒin     ƒthe  ƒmornƒ-ƒƒing  when  ƒthe  
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Intonation: #11

Dovxa Patriv

             ƒƒlo -    -     ƒƒry____Ì    ƒto      the      Fa -     -      ther,________  ƒand     to____________

      the___________Ì  ƒSon,          ƒand     ƒto      the    ƒHo -   ly______Ì    ƒSpir -     -     -     -     - 

    it. 

G 

#Orqro" h\n baquv"

double-click to hear MIDI file
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F!  g   g   g"  �<� L L 1�  g  g] �L g> � � L[; (]  g   

� �;� g  L� M̀  � ( L L G; L� L   g   �� �;� g  (]   

� G g  
�) g  g" H]  g  :	  �;� g  L�M`    3&5     gD9  g]  I�
 g  
!;  

g �  g" g" �� g]  � �� � ) � 1& g! ] �L� :	  �;� g  L� M̀  L  

L �� ( 
� g  1& :	  G; �< �L � g% f L� G �= 
� g  :	D 9 
 g]  1 g  g]  

�L g]  
�Ag  G� �L )� gD (] f�L g]  H]   �g  g]D �� � L[?  

:% M` f�!(  g   g   � L � L� Y ()  (]  g  � �;� g  L� MZ  

L � L � ( G; L� g  :	  �� 
� g  �� aYW 
� g  g" �8 ) �g   

g �  ��) g  3 (]  g  � �;� g  L� M̀  I� & �g  g  
� g  �� �)  

� 1& g! ]  H]  g  � �;� g  L� M`  L< �� ( �;� g  g  g" 
� g   

 ƒwomƒƒ-ƒƒen___Ì ƒcame   un -      to     ƒThy    sep -     -     -     ul -     -     -     -     -     -   ƒƒchre,__ÌÌÌ 

 ƒƒ_ÌÌ O_________ Christ,      ƒƒƒƒbut    Thy    bod -     -     - ƒƒy    which was  ƒpre -     -     -     -     - 

ƒƒcious____Ì ƒƒƒƒto ƒƒthem__ÌÌ was  ƒƒƒnot_______________ƒƒƒfound.    ƒƒƒWhere-fore,__    as________ÌÌÌ 

 ƒƒ________    ƒƒƒƒthey________ÌÌ ƒƒƒwere  much__________     ƒƒƒper -     -     -     -  plexed,      men  

    in   ƒƒƒƒshin -  ing__ÌÌÌÌ   gar -     -     -     -     - ƒƒƒments__ÌÌ ƒƒstood__________________________ÌÌ 

      ƒby__________________     them__________________________ÌÌ   ƒƒƒƒand__Ì     ƒsaid:_____ÌÌ 

 _ÌÌ       Why ƒƒƒseek ƒƒye    ƒƒthe      liv -    -   ƒƒƒing      ƒƒƒa -   ƒmong______ƒƒthe________ÌÌÌ  dead?  

   He      ƒis       ris -     -     -  ƒƒen   ƒƒƒas__Ì   ƒHe    ƒƒfore -   ƒ-  ƒƒtold.        Why___ have   ƒye_Ì    ƒƒforƒƒ- 

   -    ƒgot -     -     -     ten______ÌƒƒHis________Ìƒƒwords?      ƒƒƒBe -     -     -    ing___Ì   ƒƒper -ƒ suadƒƒ- 

   -     -     -     - ƒed________ by________ÌÌÌ  ƒthem,         the  ƒƒƒƒwom -     -     -     -  ƒƒƒen  ƒƒƒpro -  ƒƒƒ- 
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�  L 1 ) g  g]  H]  g  � �;� g  L� M̀  L � � ( �f1  

g       1&    �g  g]  � F! g  g  �L � gD XS     gf� � L � L� H!   

g  g  g  G �� ) L[; gD9 g] �L g]  
�A(]  g  :	  �;� g  L� M`   

� ( � 1& �g  g]  � ��\ g  G� (  g"  L< I g  3&  g  g  g"  

�< L :	  �� 
� g  �� . �< L! g  g� � H( �L g]  L$ � aYZ %  

� f 1 g  �!4 g  g  g  �� ) � ( � F �g  g  �L� g%  XS �
 

claimedƒƒƒƒthe  ƒthings_____Ì   ƒƒƒthey______ÌÌÌƒhad________ÌÌ  ƒseen,         ƒƒbut    their  ƒƒƒglad    ƒƒtid - 

ings seemed  as________     ƒiƒ -ƒƒƒƒdle_ÌÌÌ    ƒƒƒtales,__ÌÌ      ƒƒfor  ƒƒthe     dis -    ci -   ƒ-   ples    were  

 yet__ÌÌ with -     -     - out______Ì ƒƒƒun -    ƒ-    der -     -     -    ƒƒstand -     -     -     -     -   ƒƒing.  

 ƒƒƒƒBut____ ƒ ƒPe -   ƒƒƒter_______ÌÌÌÌ   ƒran______________ÌÌÌ forth,  ƒbut     Pe - ter  ƒƒƒran ƒƒforth__ƒƒand_ 

 ƒƒ____________ ƒwhen   ƒƒhe____  ƒƒƒsaw______________Ì ƒThy_ÌÌÌÌ   ƒwon -     -     -     - ƒƒƒƒders,  

  ƒhe     ƒglo - ƒƒri - ƒfied_________ÌÌ ƒƒthem ƒƒƒƒwith -    -  ƒƒƒin     ƒƒƒhim -   -    self.___ÌÌ 

Continue with the Theotokion in the mode 
of the week on pages 888-898

 

 

I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also:  

I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 

 

I Cor. 14:15 
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Plagal Fourth Mode 
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��������������������������������������������������������������� ��������������������� ��������������������� 4 �;� ( ��
 L � 
� g  G; 
��g� gD L G,fI g  

G; �� g" g" ��� �;� g  (]  g  g  g�  �� ��\ g"   aYZ %      gD9 � g]  L � 1  

g �  F I g  �;� g" gD9 g] �L �4 g]  �� g  �<f�L g]  H]   g  g]D  

L$ �     VW     

�

 � GfL L � � g] �L� :	  �;� g  L� � aYW  � )�                            hen   ƒThou  ƒƒdidst ƒƒƒshow_________      Thy -     -     -     -     self            ƒto  
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Intonation: #26

Dovxa Patriv

             lo -     -     -     -     - ƒry      ƒto   ƒ  ƒthe      Fa -     -     -     -     -    ƒƒther,_ÌÌ  ƒand      to____  

 ƒ_______________    the_________ÌÌƒ   and   ƒto___ ƒthe__Ì  Son,___        and__Ì    ƒto____  ƒthe_ 

 ƒ_ÌÌ   ƒƒHo -     -     -     -     -     -ƒƒly___ ƒ    ƒSpir -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     

    ƒit. 

G 

Fanerw'n eJautovn

double-click to hear MIDI file
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� (]  g  � �;�  
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�  

 the ƒƒshepƒ-ƒƒherd - ing     ƒƒƒƒof_____________________Ì      ƒƒthe____________  ƒflock.       Where - 

  fore, ƒThou didst_ÌÌ  ƒsay    ƒƒƒto____  him:    ƒIf  ƒƒthou ƒlov -   -  ƒest_ÌÌÌÌ  ƒMe,___Ì     O___ÌÌÌ    Pe - 

   -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - ƒter,____________Ì         ƒfeed_Ì 

 ƒƒ____ÌƒƒMy  lambs, feed____________________Ì      My__________ÌÌÌÌ ƒƒsheep.     ƒƒƒƒAnd     ƒƒƒhe,  

ƒƒstraight -  ƒway  ƒshow -  - ing_ÌÌÌÌ  ƒƒhis___ÌÌ    ƒƒƒƒaf -   -   fec -     -     -     -   ƒtion -     -    ate______ 

 ƒƒ_ÌÌ ƒƒlove,         inƒ-ƒƒquired ƒƒcon -     -     - ƒƒƒcern -     -     -  ƒƒƒƒing___ÌÌ  ƒƒƒthē     ƒƒoth -  ƒer_________Ì 

   ƒƒthe     dis -    ci -     -     -     -   ƒples  ƒaf -ƒƒƒter ƒThy_ÌÌ  Res -   ƒur -    -  ƒƒƒƒrec -     -     -     -   ƒtion,_ 

 ƒƒ_ÌÌ       O__________    ƒSav -     -     -     -     -   ƒƒƒiour,        Thou ƒƒƒgav -    ƒest      ƒSiƒƒ-ƒƒmonƒƒƒƒthe  

   ƒtend -     -     -   ƒing     of    ƒƒƒƒthe___Ì ƒsheep,     ƒƒƒƒthat ƒƒƒƒheƒƒƒmight       re -     -     -   ƒƒƒturn_____ÌÌ 

 ƒƒ_________ÌÌ Thy__Ì      love,__ÌÌÌ       ƒandƒƒƒThou ƒƒƒƒdidst    ask  ƒhim ƒto   ƒhave___Ì  ƒƒcare    ƒƒfor  



Eleventh Matinal Doxasticon 
 

www.stanthonysmonastery.org/music/Orthros.htm  
Text © 2007, Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA 

29

g  ��
 F!4 g  g  �L g]D VW � L L L () ]  g  :	D  �� 4. �  

� 1& �g  g  �� aYZ % 
�G g  �� � )+  �� �! :	  G�
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 ƒƒ____Ì dis -   ƒƒci -     -     -      ple.___Ì         ƒBy    ƒtheir    ƒƒƒin -    ƒter -   ƒƒces -     -     ƒsions,   ƒƒO_Ì 

 ƒƒ_ÌÌƒChrist,__________ÌÌÌÌ         pre -    -    ƒƒserve_________________________ÌÌÌƒƒThy_________Ì 

 ƒƒ__  ƒƒpre -ƒƒƒserve______Thy_______ÌÌÌÌ ƒƒƒflock        from  the__Ì    wolves_ÌÌÌ        ƒthat    ƒƒrav -   - 

   -     -     -     -     -    ƒƒage___ÌÌ ƒthat_____ƒƒƒƒrav -    ƒ-    ƒ- ƒage     ƒƒit. 

Continue with the Theotokion in the mode 
of the week on pages 888-898

 


