September 7, 2025

Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross
John 3:13-17

Preschool Edition

JESUS DIED AND ROSE SO WE CAN BE WITH HIM

Jesus our Lord said, God loved the world very much. He
loved it so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus. It is
hard to live in a world where bad things happen. God
wanted us to know he is with us always, no matter what
happens.

If we stay close to Jesus in prayer, and if we go to church,
and if we do what Jesus teaches us to do, we will live
forever with him. When Jesus died, he opened the gates
of heaven again. Now we can live forever with God.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1. What is the name of God the Son?

2. What is something bad that has happened to you?
3. Were you sad when it happened?

4. Did a grown-up help you?

5. Jesus is with us even when something bad happens. We
can always pray and talk to Jesus.

6. At Pascha we sing, “Christ is risen from the dead.” We
know that Jesus died for us. He rose from the dead.

7. Jesus shows us the way to heaven.

8. In heaven bad things won’t happen anymore.
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JESUS DIED AND ROSE SO WE CAN BE WITH HIM

Jesus our Lord said God loved the world very much. He loved it so much that
he sent his only Son, Jesus. Why did he send Jesus? In this world, bad things

happen. We don’t want to do bad things, but sometimes we do. We need to
be saved from this world where bad things happen. God wanted us to know
that His Son Jesus can lead us to a better place.

Jesus was crucified and died. He rose from the dead. When Jesus died, he
opened the gates of heaven again. Now we can live forever with God. We can
be saved from this world. If we stay close to Jesus in prayer, and if we go to
church, and if we do what Jesus teaches us to do, we will live forever with

him.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1. Did you ever have Something bad Icon courtesy of Iconographics (www.theologic.com)

happen to you? What did you do? Did you

ever do something that was bad? What did you do, then?

2. Even though we do wrong things sometimes, God loves us. In fact, this Gospel
story tell us that He loves us so much that He sent someone for us to follow.
Who did God send?

3. Why did God send His Son, Jesus?
4. When do we sing, “Christ is risen from the dead”?

5. When we celebrate Pascha, we are joyous because there is a kingdom where
bad things don’t happen. Jesus will save us from this world. We can live now and
forever with God, because Jesus opened the gates of Heaven.
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THAT THE WORLD

The Lord said, “No one has ascended
into heaven but he who descended
from heaven, the Son of man. And as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of man
be lifted up, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have
eternal life.
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Grades 3-5 Edition

MIGHT BE SAVED

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God sent the
Son into the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world might
be saved through him.”
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
1. Whois the “Son of Man” talked about in this Gospel?

2. Why did Moses lift up a serpent in the wilderness? What happened to
the people who looked at it?

3. How was the Son of Man “lifted up”?

4. What happens to people who look up to Jesus, believe in Him, and follow
Him?

5. How much does God love the world? How do you know?

for Children
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THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED

Characters: Narrator, Jesus

Narrator: The Lord said,

Jesus: No one has ascended into heaven
but he who descended from heav-
en, the Son of man. And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have
eternal life.

For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God sent
the Son into the world, not to con-
demn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him.
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THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE SAVED

The Lord said, “No one WHAT DO YOU THINK?

has ascended into heaven 1. Who has descended

but he who descended from and ascended

from heaven, the Son of .
into heaven?

man. And as Moses lifted

up the serpent in the wil- 2. What does Daniel

derness, so must the Son 7:13-14 tell us
of man be lifted up, that about the Son of
whoever believes in him Man?

should not perish but have 3. According to Daniel,

eternal life. when the Son of

“For God so loved the Man’s kingship and

world that he gave his only dominion be de-

Son, that whoever be- stroyed?

lieves in him should not 4. According to the

perish but have eternal Gospel, when the

life. For God sent the Son Son of Man is like

into the world, not to con- ; \ the serpent where
| 1 f Teaching Pi
demn the world, but that mage courtesy of Teaching FIEs must He be?

the world might be saved
5. Why must the Son

of Man be lifted
up?

through him.”

6. Who do you think
the Son of Man is?
Why do you say
that?
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THE SON OF MAN

The Lord said, “No one has ascended WHAT DO YOU THINK?

into h but he who d ded
into heaven but he who descende 1. Who is Moses?
from heaven, the Son of man. And as

2. What is the prob-
lem for the people

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-

derness, so must the Son of man be
of Israel in Numbers

21:4-9?

lifted up, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

3. Why do they have
this problem?

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, that whoever be-

lieves in him should not perish but have 2 \WhHen does Moses

eternal life. For God sent the Son into pray for the peo-

the world, not to condemn the world,

ple?
but that the world might be saved @ ; ;
L, g 5. What does God tell
through him. : S
Image courtesy of Teaching Pics him to do?

6. What saves the
people from the
poisonous snakes?

7. According to the
Gospel, what must
the Son of man be
like? What event is
the Gospel writer
alluding to?

8. What does the sto-
ry from Numbers
tell us about the
crucifixion?
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