DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
TONE 6 / EOTHINON 4; SUNDAY BEFORE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS
CONSECRATION OF RESURRECTION CHURCH IN JERUSALEM
FOREFEAST OF THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

e During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O
come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...” After the Little Entrance,

chant these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE SIX
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Angelic Powers were above Thy tomb, and they
that guarded Thee became as dead. And Mary
stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate
Body. Thou hast despoiled Hades and wast not
tried thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and
didst grant us life. O Thou Who didst arise from
the dead, Lord, glory be to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF FOREFEAST OF
THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE TWO
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We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross
which, of Thy goodness, Thou hast given unto
us, the unworthy, O Lord. Save Thy hierarchs
and Thy flock, and grant Thou peace through the
Theotokos, O only Lover of mankind.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE
CONSECRATION IN TONE FOUR
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Thou hast revealed the earthly majesty of the
dwelling place of the holy glory, O Lord, as the
brilliance of the firmament on high. Make firm
its foundation unto ages of ages and receive our
fervent supplications which are offered to thee
therein; through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Life and Resurrection of all.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE CONSECRATION
IN TONE FOUR
(**On this day Thou hast appeared™*)
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The Church is shown to be * a many-lighted
heaven * that doth shine a guiding light * upon
all them that do believe; * wherein while
standing, we cry aloud: * Do Thou Thyself now
establish this house, O Lord.
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THE EPISTLE (For the Sunday before the
Elevation of the Holy Cross)
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O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance.

Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O Lord my God.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Galatians. (6:11-18)

Brethren, see how large a letter I have written to
you with my own hand. As many as desire to
make a fair show in the flesh, they compel you to
be circumcised, only that they may not be
persecuted for the Cross of Christ. For not even
those who are circumcised do themselves keep
the Law; but they desire to have you circumcised,
that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid
that I should boast, except in the Cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom the world is
crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ
Jesus, neither circumcision counts for anything,
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as
many as walk according to this rule, peace be
upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of
God. Henceforth, let no one trouble me; for I bear
in my body the brand-marks of the Lord Jesus.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your

spirit, brethren. Amen.
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THE GOSPEL (For the Sunday before the
Elevation of the Holy Cross)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. John. (3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into
heaven but He who descended from heaven, the
Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that He gave His only Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life. For God sent His Son into the
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world, not to condemn the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him.”
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. For pastoral considerations, His Eminence
Metropolitan Saba will allow parishes to offer the Service of the Procession of the Holy Cross (see The
Liturgikon, fourth edition, pages 423 and 425-427) in the Divine Liturgy on Sunday morning after “Blessed
be the name of the Lord.” However, parishes must still offer services for the great feast of the Elevation of
the Holy Cross on Sunday night and Monday morning.

THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May he who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the precious and life-giving
cross; by the protection of the honorable
bodiless powers of heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing fathers; of Saint N. (patron saint of the
church); of the holy and righteous ancestors of
God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the saints:
have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He
is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright
© Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved.
These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use,
without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.



https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/servicetexts/Sept%2014%20PROCESS.pdf

