THE PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY
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VARIABLES FOR MARCH 26, 2025
FOURTH WEDNESDAY IN GREAT LENT

MARTYR MATRONA OF THESSALONICA; MARTYRS PHILETOS THE SENATOR, HIS WIFE LYDIA OF ROME
AND THOSE WITH THEM; PAUL, BISHOP OF CORINTH
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For the full, invariable parts of the Presanctified Divine Liturgy,
download the digital text in PDF and RTF.

“O LORD, I HAVE CRIED” IN TONE FOUR
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For the Fourth Wednesday in Tone Four
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Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may
praise Thy Name.

The fast, the means of receiving blessings, hath
now led us halfway through its course, pleasing
God with the days that are past and proposing
purposeful tasks for the days ahead; for the
increase of blessings produces a greater number of
good deeds. Therefore, let us cry to Christ, the
giver of all blessings; O Thou Who didst fast and
endure the cross for our sakes, enable us to partake
uncondemned of Thy divine Pascha, to lead our
lives in peace, worthily glorifying Thee with the
Father and the Spirit.
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For the Fourth Wednesday in Tone Five

Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me until
Thou recompense me.

Those who thirst for spiritual blessings perform
their good deeds in secret, not noising them
abroad in markets, but cherishing and keeping
them in their hearts. For He who sees all that is
done in secret will reward us for our abstinence.
Let us fulfill the fast without sad faces, but
ceaselessly praying in the depths of our hearts:
Our Father, Who art in heaven, lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O
Lord, Lord hear my voice.

With boundless love in your souls, O holy
martyrs, ye did not forsake Christ. Enduring the
various wounds of suffering, ye laid low the
torturers’ impudence. Preserving unbending and
unshakeable faith, ye were translated into heaven.
Since ye received boldness before Him, entreat
Him to grant peace to the world, and for our souls
Great Mercy.
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For the Fourth Wednesday in Tone One
(**O all-lauded Martyrs**)
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Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of
my supplication.

Come, let us completely wash our souls * in the
waters of the Fast; and as we come near the Lord’s
precious, all-venerable Cross, * let us offer
worship * and draw forth therefrom with faith *
divinely-wrought enlightenment, reaping now the
everlasting fruit * of salvation in eternity * and
great mercy * and unending peace of soul.
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Verse 6. If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with Thee
there is forgiveness.

O Cross, the Apostles boast and joy, * who art
waited on with honor by the powers, archangels
and the principalities: * Save from harm of all
kinds * us that worship thee with faith * and once
we have completed aright the holy course of
abstinence, * deem us worthy so to reach the day
* of salvation * whereby we are also saved.
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For the Fourth Wednesday in Tone Seven
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Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have | waited for
Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy
word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord.

Today, as we bow before the Cross of the Lord, let
us cry: Rejoice, O tree of life, the tormentor of
hell. Rejoice, O joy of the world, the destroyer of
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corruption. Rejoice, O power which drives out
demons. Rejoice, O confirmation of the faithful,
invincible weapon. Preserve and sanctify those
who Kiss thee.

cu.\.LaLL_MJ\ (M d)u 4\..1}62.1 UA L} C)S\ ¢ gl
Mcum‘}.d\u ;ﬂuy Lg.ﬂ\}‘)\__;.d\ l.@_,\
d.aj;ﬁba.t u.i.ﬂ\ u‘}«a.iju.u u\ d.ﬂ\

3

P3N

For St. Matrona in Tone Four
(**As one valiant**)

Verse 4. From the morning watch until night, from
the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord.

To the Jews’ brazen cruelty * and their shameless
audacity, * thou didst show resistance with
manliness of mind, * looking ahead, O Matrona,
to the joy of the things to come, * which forever
shall abide * all unmoved through eternity, *
which, O godly-wise * and all-lauded, thou hast
now found, conveyed from earth to heavenly
bride-chambers * and that divine everlasting
choir.
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Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and with
Him is abundant redemption, and He will deliver
Israel from all his iniquities.

To the Jews’ brazen cruelty * and their shameless
audacity ... (repeat above)
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Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all ye nations; praise
Him, all ye people.

The delight and the majesty * and the infinite
loveliness * of thy Bridegroom's Kingdom wast
thou vouchsafed to see, * when with the marks of
thy steadfast contest thou wast made beautiful; *
and thou camest worthily * to the Well-spring of
all good things, * whence, O blessed one, * thou
enjoyest eternally a share in that divine rejoicing
yonder * and in the glory that hath no end.
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Verse 1. For His mercy is great toward us, and the
truth of the Lord endureth forever.

Not the yoke of thy servitude, * nor a womanly
want of strength, * neither stripes nor hunger
could hinder thee at all * from imitating the
staunchness of the Martyrs, O all-renowned; * for
with earnest zeal of soul, * thou didst bear
torments patiently; * hence, thou hast attained * to
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the heavenly nuptial chambers, where thou art
adorned with crowns of graces, * standing before
God thy Fashioner.
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Theotokion from the Triodion in Tone Eight
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Today, He that is unapproachable in essence
becometh approachable for me, and doth suffer
the Passion, setting me free from the passions. He
that granteth light unto the blind is spat upon by
the lips of the lawless, and He giveth His back to
scourging for the sake of them that are captive.
When the pure Virgin, His Mother, beheld Him
upon the Cross, she cried out in pain: Woe unto
me, O my Child! Why hast Thou done this? Thou
Who art fairer in beauty more than all mortals,
dost appear without breath and without form,
having neither shape nor comeliness. Woe unto
me, O my Light. | cannot bear to look upon Thee
sleeping; my bowels are wounded and a terrible
sword pierceth my heart. | sing the praises of Thy
Passion; | worship Thy compassion. O long-
suffering Lord, glory be to Thee.
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When “both now” is chanted, the clergy make the entrance
with the censer.
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Deacon: Wisdom! Stand upright!

aioails 1280 ¢ uladd)

O GLADSOME LIGHT
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Reader: O gladsome Light of the holy glory of
the immortal, heavenly, holy and blessed Father:
O Jesus Christ. Lo now that we have come to the
setting of the sun, as we behold the evening light,
we hymn Thee: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God.
Meet it is for Thee at all times to be magnified by
joyous voices, O Son of God and Giver of life.
Wherefore the whole world doth glorify Thee.
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OLD TESTAMENT READINGS
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THE FIRST READING
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Deacon: The Evening Prokeimenon.

Reader: Blessed is the Lord, the God of lIsrael,
Who alone doeth wonders. O God, give Thy
judgment to the king, and Thy righteousness to the
son of the king.

Deacon: Wisdom.
Reader: The Reading from Genesis. (9:18-10:1)
Deacon: Let us attend.
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Reader: The sons of Noah who went forth from
the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was
the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of
Noah; and from these the whole earth was
peopled. Noah was the first tiller of the soil. He
planted a vineyard; and he drank of the wine, and
became drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent. And
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of
his father, and told his two brothers outside. Then
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it upon
both their shoulders, and walked backward and
covered the nakedness of their father; their faces
were turned away, and they did not see their
father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke from his
wine and knew what his youngest son had done to
him, he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a slave of slaves
shall he be to his brothers.” He also said, “Blessed
by the Lord my God be Shem; and let Canaan be
his slave. God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell
in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave.”
After the flood Noah lived 350 years. All the days
of Noah were 950 years; and he died. These are
the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham,
and Japheth; sons were born to them after the
flood.
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At the end of the first reading, the Priest holds a lighted
candle and the censer in his right hand, and the reader
reads the Prokeimenon for the second reading.
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THE SECOND READING
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Deacon: Let us attend!

Reader: It is good for me to cleave unto my God,
to put my hope in the Lord. How good is God to
Israel, to them that are upright of heart!

Reader: Command!
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The people kneel. The Priest turns toward the Prothesis
Table, elevates the censer and the candle, which are in his
right hand at head level and makes the sign of the cross:
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Priest: Wisdom. Let us attend.

Then standing in the Holy Doors, he bows to the Icon of
Christ on the iconostasis and says:

Priest: The Light of Christ...

He then blesses the people, making the sign of the cross
with the censer and the candle, and continues...

Priest: ...illumineth all.

The people stand and the Priest returns to the Holy Table
and gives away the candle and censer as the Deacon says:
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Deacon: Wisdom.

Reader: The Reading from Proverbs. (12:23-13:
9, 21).
Deacon: Let us attend.
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Reader: A prudent man conceals his knowledge,
but fools proclaim their folly. The hand of the
diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to
forced labor. Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him
down, but a good word makes him glad. A
righteous man turns away from evil, but the way
of the wicked leads them astray. A slothful man
will not catch his prey, but the diligent man will
get precious wealth. In the path of righteousness
is life, but the way of error leads to death. A wise
son hears his father’s instruction, but a scoffer
does not listen to rebuke. From the fruit of his
mouth a good man eats good, but the desire of the
treacherous is for violence. He who guards his
mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his
lips comes to ruin. The soul of the sluggard craves,
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and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is
richly supplied. A righteous man hates falsehood,
but a wicked man acts shamefully and
disgracefully. Righteousness guards him whose
way is upright, but sin overthrows the wicked.
One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing;
another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.
The ransom of a man’s life is his wealth, but a
poor man has no means of redemption. The light
of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the
wicked will be put out.
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The Presanctified Divine Liturgy continues as usual.
Remember to include the “Litany for Those Preparing for
lllumination.”
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THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother, by the might of the
precious and life-giving Cross; by the protection
of the honorable Bodiless Powers of heaven; at the
supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet,
Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious,
and all-laudable Apostles; of our father among the
saints, Gregory the Dialogist, pope of Rome,
whose Presanctified Divine Liturgy we have now
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and the
protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of
the holy Martyr Matrona of Thessalonica,
whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the
saints: have mercy upon us and save uUs,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
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Choir: Amen.
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While the people come forward to receive the Antidoron,
the reader recites Psalms 33 and 144. Afterward, the priest
concludes the Presanctified Divine Liturgy.

NEE 9T oadall (o)l ha e loall 3AY ) 238 ol
cendd (Galead) ulaal) Gl S Waay




Priest: Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, | : S LA aaetl Gl i el
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us e D e Gl WG] sliay : oAl
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