DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, MARCH O1, 2026
TONE 5 / EOTHINON 5

FIRST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT (SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY)

VENERABLE-MARTYR EUDOKIA OF HELIOPOLIS; VENERABLE DOMNINA OF SYRIA;
MARTYRS MARKELLOS AND ANTHONY OF PAMPHYLIA

DIVINE LITURGY OF
ST. BASIL THE GREAT
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THE FIRST ANTIPHON
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The Lord is King, and hath clothed Himself with
majesty. The Lord is robed; He is girded with
strength. For He has established the world so that
it shall never be moved.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who
can cause all his praises to be heard? Let the
redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath
redeemed from the hand of the enemy. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
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Let them praise the Lord for His mercies, and for
His wonderful works to the children of men.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the

people, and praise Him in the seat of the elders.
(Refrain)

The eyes of the Lord are upon them that fear Him,
upon them that hope in His mercy; to hear the
groaning of the prisoners, to loose the sons of the
slain. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and
Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
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Let the heavens and the earth praise Him. This is
the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice
and be glad in it. O Lord my God, I will give
thanks unto Thee forever.
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o During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the First Sunday of
Great Lent. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “Come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead...” as on ordinary Sundays. After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FIVE
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Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure
in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death;
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN TONE TWO
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Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God;
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAYS IN GREAT
LENT (AND AKATHIST SATURDAY)
IN TONE EIGHT
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To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks
of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered
me from terror; but as thou that hast that power
invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me
free: from all forms of danger free me and deliver
me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride
without Bridegroom.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the First Sunday of Great Lent)
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our
fathers. For Thou art just in all that Thou hast
done for us.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Hebrews. (11:24-26, 32-40)
Brethren, by faith Moses, when he was grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
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choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season; esteeming the reproach of the Christ
greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he
looked to the recompense of reward. And what
more shall I say? For the time would fail me if I
tell of Gideon, Barak, Sampson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and all the prophets, who
through faith subdued kingdoms, worked
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness
were made strong, became mighty in war, and
turned to flight armies of the aliens. Women
received their dead by resurrection, and others
were tortured, not accepting their deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection. And
others suffered mocking and scourging, and even
chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they
were sawn asunder, they were tempted, they were
slain with the sword; they went about in skins of
sheep and goats, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented (of whom the world was not worthy),
wandering in deserts and mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth. And all these, having
obtained a witness through their faith, did not
receive the promise, since God had foreseen
something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.

S e ) ik g 2B s G864
el e el Sle Diiay ikl o383l
Osdl 13lay .l ) 513 28« uae 368 (e
Oseda (o E5AT G Egll oy (e &) Tl
PP defufféj 39hg laay Crpdiadis (B
si5 ¢ Sl doleeg cSlllaall 15588 Glad¥le Gl
O s ks e sl iy caclsal
lp)lcay cchica (e 15385 cchaldl 32 (e 133
ccalaY) il Kian 19,08 (Al A
s (apaT Gty Aalall (g sl ¢‘-°-* &3l
e Nshandal BaiL D5l 2 pally lat )
L 352805 31l &340 15813 (39387 (Ladl AaL8
35 Il clsiadaly clshily clshaly -Gaidly
Us)9e pag ¢ Jrag aid 3sla (o Dsalis ccaiid
(e linieds Zllal 0K 2l) Gpasian Ooshilias
Casis glially cJlslly (oLall A Guglls 151S,
I 28 el 221 Tasedia 2618 Ve . Y
YO Oadl a b ki e d) BY el

gy 15l

&lad)

THE GOSPEL
(For the First Sunday of Great Lent)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. John. (1:43-51)
At that time, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And
He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.”
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of
Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and
said to him, “We have found Him of Whom
Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote,
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of
him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no
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guile!” Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do you
know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip
called you, when you were under the fig tree, I
saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi,
Thou art the Son of God! Thou art the King of
Israel!” Jesus answered him, “Because I said to
you, I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe?
You shall see greater things than these.” And
Jesus said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man.”
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great continues as usual with the following variables.

ST. BASIL LITURGY MEGALYNARION

All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full
of grace: the angelic hosts and the race of men. O
hallowed temple and spiritual paradise, glory of
virgins, of whom God was incarnate and became
a little child, even our God who is before all the
ages; for he made thy womb a throne, and thy
body more spacious than the heavens. All creation
rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of grace.
Glory to thee.
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Parishes must offer the Procession of Icons following “Blessed be the Name of the Lord” in the Divine
Liturgy or later this evening in Lenten Sunday Vespers. The order is below.

THE PROCESSION OF
THE HOLY ICONS
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The clergy, bearing icons, now make a great entrance around the church. The altar servers carry the
processional candles, the holy cross, the fans and the banners. The Procession will go around the entire
church, stopping in each of the four corners, as the choir sings the Apolytikion of the Sunday of Orthodoxy

leading up to each stop. The clergy then offer a litany.

Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God;
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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LITANY AT THE FIRST STOP
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Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to
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thy great mercy, we pray thee, hearken and have
mercy.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) (use this
response until noted below)
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Deacon: Again we pray for all pious and
Orthodox Christians.
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Deacon: Again we pray for our father and
metropolitan, N., (and our bishop, N.).
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Priest: For thou art a merciful God and lovest
mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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o The procession continues. s bl @Lﬁ °

APOLYTIKION OF THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN TONE TWO
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Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God;
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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LITANY AT THE SECOND STOP
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Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to
thy great mercy, we pray thee, hearken and have
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response until noted below)

Deacon: Again we pray for our brethren: the | 4381 w44 d;\ Cre QS_L._, Lm:,\j :ouladd)

priests, hieromonks, deacons, hierodeacons and
monastics and all our brotherhood in Christ.
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Deacon: Again we pray for mercy, life, peace,
health, salvation, visitation, pardon and remission

of sins for (the servants of God, NN., and) all
Orthodox Christians of true worship, who live and
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dwell in this community.
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Priest: For thou art a merciful God and lovest
mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen. cCpal 148 gal)
o The procession continues. s bl &,Lﬁ °

APOLYTIKION OF THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN TONE TWO
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Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God;
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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LITANY AT THE THIRD STOP
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Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to
thy great mercy, we pray thee, hearken and have
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response until noted below)

Deacon: Again we pray for the blessed and ever-
memorable founders of this holy church (and for
the servants of God, NN.,) and all of our fathers
and brethren, the Orthodox departed this life
before us, who here and in all the world lie asleep
in the Lord.
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Deacon: Again we pray for those who bear fruit
and do good works in this holy and all-venerable
temple, those who serve and those who sing and
all the people here present, who await thy great
and rich mercy.
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Priest: For thou art a merciful God and lovest
mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now
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and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen. Ll 148 gal)
o The procession continues. s bl &,Lﬁ °

APOLYTIKION OF THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN TONE TWO
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Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God;
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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LITANY AT THE FOURTH STOP
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Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according to
thy great mercy, we pray thee, hearken and have
mercy.

Slin Gl ciad) pdaa€ 40 | ian)) 2 pubadl

5l axial

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice) (use this
response until noted below)
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Deacon: Again we pray for the ever-memorable
Orthodox patriarchs, kings and rulers, and all our
fathers and brethren, the Orthodox departed this
life before us, who here and in all the world lie
asleep in the Lord.
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Choir: May their memory be eternal. (thrice)
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Priest: For Thou art the Resurrection, and the
Life, and the Repose of Thy departed servants, O
Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe glory,
together with Thy Father, Who 1is from
everlasting, and Thine All-Holy, and good, and
life-giving Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.
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Choir: Amen. cCpal 148 gal)
e The procession continues. s bl C,,L“;f °

APOLYTIKION OF THE FIRST SUNDAY
OF GREAT LENT IN TONE TWO
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Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One,
asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God,
for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross
in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with
thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast
verily filled all with joy, since Thou didst come,
O our Savior, to save the world.
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Once the Procession and the apolytikion have
concluded, the presiding hierarch (if none
present, the senior priest) reads the Synodicon.
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THE SYNODICON: THE AFFIRMATION
OF THE ORTHODOX FAITH
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As the Prophets beheld, as the Apostles have
taught, as the Church has received, as the
Teachers have dogmatized, as the universe has
agreed, as Grace has shown forth, as Truth has
revealed, as falsehood has been dissolved, as
Wisdom has presented, as Christ has awarded:
thus we declare, thus we assert, thus we preach
Christ our true God, and honor His Saints in
words, in writings, in thoughts, in sacrifices, in
churches, in Holy Icons; on the one hand
worshiping and reverencing Christ as God and
Lord; and on the other hand honoring as true
servants of the same Lord of all, and accordingly
offering them veneration.
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This is the Faith of the Apostles; this is the Faith
of the Fathers; this is the Faith of the Orthodox;
this i1s the Faith which has established the
universe!
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THE CREED
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People: 1 believe in one God, the Father
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord,
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-begotten,
Begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of
Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not
made; of one essence with the Father, by Whom
all things were made: Who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven, and was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
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and became man. And was crucified also for us
under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried.
And on the third day He rose again, according to
the Scriptures. And ascended into heaven, and
sitteth at the right hand of the Father. And He shall
come again with glory to judge the living and the
dead, Whose Kingdom shall have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of
Life, Who proceedeth from the Father, Who with
the Father and the Son together 1s worshipped and
glorified, Who spake by the Prophets. And I
believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins. I look for the Resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE GREAT PROKEIMENON
IN TONE SEVEN

(&bead) adlly) Giassy

Choir: Who is so great a god as our God? Thou
art the God Who worketh wonders. (ONCE)
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Verse 1. Thou hast made Thy power known
among the peoples, with Thine arm hast Thou
redeemed Thy people. (Refrain)
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Verse 2. And 1 said: Now have I made a
beginning, this change hath been wrought by the
right hand of the Most High. (Refrain)
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Verse 3. [ remembered the works of the Lord; for

1 will remember Thy wonders from the beginning.
(Refrain)
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o The clergy now return to the sanctuary.
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THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the
might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by
the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers
of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of
the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of
our father among the saints, Basil the Great,
archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, whose
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Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the
holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N.,
the patron and protector of this holy community;
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have
mercy upon us and save us, forasmuch as He is
good and loveth mankind.

Aaddl) odh IS (LSpali&y A3 pcaidl) AR
GalfEal) oo B Gunnal G Tl <Ak )
oSl sty G SN ) LUy ¢ Il
(L La e i alag adi i (52)
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sl Giny Al

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us and
save us.

g9 S Ll ¢ CpaunBal) LT by S
Aically s (ligl) faal)

Choir: Amen.
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