
Day before Palm Sunday Typika Service 1 Lazarus Saturday 

Service of Typika on the 

Saturday of the Raising of Lazarus the Righteous 

 

Leader:   Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

on us, and save us. 
 

People:  Amen. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. 

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon 

our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

Leader:   Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

on us, and save us. 
 

People: Amen. 
 

 The following Psalms and hymns may be chanted or plainly read. 

 

PSALM 102: CHANTED IN TONE EIGHT 

+  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name. 

+  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, 

+  Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, Who healeth all thine infirmities, 

+  Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee with mercy and compassion, 

+  Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be renewed as the eagle’s. 

+  The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgment for all them that are wronged. 

+  He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things that He hath 

willed. 

+  Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in mercy; not unto the 

end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth. 

+  Not according to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He 

rewarded us. 

+  For according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevail 

over them that fear Him. 

+  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from us. 

+  Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them 

that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust. 

+  As for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth. 
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+  For when the wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place 

thereof. 

+  But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him. 

+  And His righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember 

His commandments to do them. 

+  The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all. 

+  Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice 

of His words. 

+  Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. 

+  Bless the Lord, all ye His works, in every place of His dominion. 

+  Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 

PSALM 145: CHANTED IN TONE TWO 

+  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

+  Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as 

long as I have my being. 

+  Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 

+  His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth.  In that day all his thoughts shall 

perish. 

+  Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who 

hath made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein, 

+  Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food 

unto the hungry. 

+  The Lord looseth the fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen; 

+  The Lord loveth the righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. 

+  He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, and the way of sinners shall He destroy. 

+  The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Zion, unto generation and generation. 

 

“O ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON” IN TONE TWO 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O Only-begotten Son and Word of God, Who art immortal and Who didst deign for our salvation 

to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man, and 

was crucified, O Christ our God, and didst trample death by Death, being yet one of the holy 

Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us. 
 

THE BEATITUDES: CHANTED IN TONE EIGHT 

+ In Thy kingdom, remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

+ Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

+ Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted. 

+ Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.  

+ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled. 

+ Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy. 

+ Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God. 

+ Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God. 

+ Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 
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+ Blessed are ye when men shall revile ye, and persecute ye, and say all manner of evil against 

ye falsely for My sake. 

+ Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

+  Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

+  Remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

+  Remember us, O Master, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

+  Remember us, O Holy One, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

 

SCRIPTURAL READINGS FOR LAZARUS SATURDAY 

 Both of the New Testament lessons are read without liturgical introduction or conclusion. The 

readers start with “The Reading from…” and proceeds. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (12:28-13:8) 

Brethren, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us 

offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire. Let 

brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them; 

and those who are ill-treated, since you also are in the body. Let marriage be held in honor among 

all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled; for God will judge the immoral and adulterous. Keep 

your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have; for He has said, “I will 

never fail you nor forsake you.” Hence we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper, I will not 

be afraid; what can man do to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of 

God; consider the outcome of their life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. John. (11:1-45) 

At that time, a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, in the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her hair, whose 

brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to Jesus, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But 

when Jesus heard it He said, “This illness is not unto death; it is for the glory of God, so that the 

Son of God may be glorified by means of it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

So when He heard that he was ill, He stayed two days longer in the place where He was. Then after 

this Jesus said to the Disciples, “Let us go into Judea again.” The Disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 

the Jews were but now seeking to stone Thee, and Thou art going there again?” Jesus answered, 

“Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because 

he sees the light of this world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is 

not in him.” Thus He spoke, and then He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 

I go to awake him out of sleep.” The Disciples said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 

recover.” Now Jesus had spoken of His death, but they thought that He meant taking rest in sleep. 

Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, 

so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow 

Disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” Now when Jesus came, He found that 

Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles 
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off, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, while Mary sat in the house. 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother would not have died. And even 

now I know that whatever Thou wilt ask from God, God will give it Thee.” Jesus said to her, “Your 

brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though 

he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe 

this?” She said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, He Who is 

coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying 

quietly, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she rose quickly and 

went to Him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still in the place where Martha 

had met Him. When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 

and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Then Mary, 

when she came where Jesus was and saw Him, fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if Thou hadst 

been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and troubled; and He said, “Where have you 

laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. So the Jews said, “See how He 

loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not He Who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb; it was a cave, and 

a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

Him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, 

“Did I not tell you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” So they took away 

the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, 

I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me. I know that Thou hearest Me always, but I have said this 

on account of the people standing by, that they may believe that Thou didst send Me.” When He 

had said this, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The dead man came out, his hands 

and feet bound with bandages, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 

and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what He did, 

believed in Him. 
 

TROPARIA BEFORE THE CREED (Plain Reading) 

1st Reader: The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

2nd Reader: Come unto him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
 

1st Reader: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

The choir or holy angels and archangels, with all the powers of heaven, singeth Thy 

praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy 

glory. 
 

2nd Reader: Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

THE NICENE-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things 

visible and invisible. And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten 

before all worlds: Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, of one essence with 
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the Father by Whom all things were made. Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man. And 

was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried. And on the third day 

rose again according to the Scriptures.  And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 

the Father. And He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom 

shall have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, Who procedeth 

from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake 

by the Prophets. And I believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 

 

Leader: Forgive, remit, pardon, O God, our sins, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and in 

word, in knowledge or in ignorance, committed by night or by day, in mind and in thought. Forgive 

us them all, for thou art good and lovest mankind. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

Leader:   Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

on us, and save us. 
 

People: Amen. 

 

KONTAKION OF LAZARUS SATURDAY IN TONE TWO 

(**Thou soughtest the heights**) 

To those on the earth, * the Joy of all, Christ God, the Truth, * the Light and the Life, * the 

Resurrection of the world, * in His goodness hath now appeared and is become the true archetype 

* of the Resurrection of all, * bestowing divine forgiveness on all men. 

 

Reader:  Lord, have mercy. (forty times)   
 

Leader: O Christ our God, Who art worshipped and glorified at all times at every hour both in 

heaven and on earth; Who art long-suffering and plenteous in mercy and compassion; Who lovest 

the just man and showest mercy upon the sinner; and Who callest all men to repentance through 

the promise of blessings to come; receive, O Lord, at this very hour our supplications, and direct 

our lives in the way of Thy commandments: sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, set our minds 

aright, cleanse our thoughts; deliver us from all affliction, trouble, and distress; compass us about 

with Thy holy angels, that, guided and guarded by them, we may attain unto the unity of the Faith, 

and to the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory; for Thou art blessed unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

 

Reader:   Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and 

unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 

http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/lazarus_saturday-kontakion-ckaram-wnbn.pdf
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Reader:  More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the 

seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly 

Theotokos: We magnify thee. 

 

Leader:   Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

on us, and save us. 
 

People:  Amen. 

 

Reader: Blessed be the name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore. (THRICE) 

 

PSALM 33 

Reader: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord 

shall my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 

exalt His Name together. I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my 

tribulations. Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor 

man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord 

will encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord 

is good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no 

want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the 

Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you 

the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep thy 

tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek peace, 

and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto their 

supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remembrance 

of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them out 

of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He will save 

the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver them out 

of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death of sinners 

is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls of His 

servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him. 

 

People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

 

A HOMILY 

A Homily for Lazarus Saturday in the Orthodox Church by Fr. Alexander Schmemann 

 

The joy that permeates and enlightens the service of Lazarus Saturday stresses one major theme: 

the forthcoming victory of Christ over Hades. “Hades” is the Biblical term for Death and its 

universal power, for inescapable darkness that swallows all life and with its shadow poisons the 

whole world. But now — with Lazarus’ resurrection — “death begins to tremble.” A decisive duel 

between Life and Death begins giving us the key to the entire liturgical mystery of Pascha. Already 

in the fourth century Lazarus Saturday was called the “announcement of Pascha.” For, indeed, it 

announces and anticipates the wonderful light and peace of the next — The Great — Saturday, the 

day of life-giving Tomb. 
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Lazarus, the friend of Jesus, personifies the whole of mankind and also each man, as Bethany — 

the home of Lazarus — stands for the whole world — the home of man. For each man was created 

as a friend of God and was called to this friendship: the knowledge of God, the communion with 

Him, the sharing of life with Him: “in Him was Life and the Life was the light of men” (John 1:4). 

And yet this friend, whom Jesus loves, whom He has created in love, is destroyed, annihilated by 

a power which God has not created: death. In His own world, the fruit of His love, wisdom and 

beauty, God encounters a power that destroys His work and annihilates His design. The world is 

but lamentation and sorrow, complaint and revolt. How is this possible? How did this happen? 

These are the questions implied in John’s slow and detailed narrative of Jesus’ progression towards 

the grave of His friend. And once there, Jesus wept, says the Gospel (John 11:35). Why did He 

weep if He knew that moments later He would call Lazarus back to life? Byzantine hymnographers 

fail to grasp the true meaning of these tears. “As man Thou weepest, and as God Thou raisest the 

one in the grave...” They arrange the actions of Christ according to His two natures: the divine and 

the human. But the Orthodox Church teaches that all the actions of Christ are both divine and 

human, are actions of the one and same person, the Incarnate Son of God. He who weeps is not 

only man but also God, and He who calls Lazarus out of the grave is not God alone but also man. 

And He weeps because He contemplates the miserable state of the world, created by God, and the 

miserable state of man, the king of creation... “It stinketh,” say the Jews trying to prevent Jesus 

from approaching the corps, and this “it stinketh” can be applied to the whole of creation. God is 

Life and He called the man into this divine reality of life and “he stinketh.” At the grave of Lazarus 

Jesus encounters Death — the power of sin and destruction, of hatred and despair. He meets the 

enemy of God. And we who follow Him are now introduced into the very heart of this hour of 

Jesus, the hour, which He so often mentioned. The forthcoming darkness of the Cross, its necessity, 

its universal meaning, all this is given in the shortest verse of the Gospel — “and Jesus wept.” 

 

We understand now that it is because He wept, i.e., loved His friend Lazarus and had pity on him, 

that He had the power of restoring life to him. The power of Resurrection is not a Divine “power 

in itself,” but the power of love, or rather, love as power. God is Love, and it is love that creates 

life; it is love that weeps at the grave and it is, therefore, love that restores life... This is the meaning 

of these Divine tears. They are tears of love and, therefore, in them is the power of life. Love, 

which is the foundation of life and its source, is at work again recreating, redeeming, restoring the 

darkened life of man: “Lazarus, come forth!” And this is why Lazarus Saturday is the real 

beginning of both: the Cross, as the supreme sacrifice of love, and the Common Resurrection, as 

the ultimate triumph of love. 

 

“Christ — the Joy, Truth, Light and the Life of all and the resurrection of the world, in His love 

appeared to those on earth and was the image of Resurrection, granting to all Divine forgiveness.” 

 

APOLYTIKION OF LAZARUS SATURDAY IN TONE ONE (CHANT) (CHORAL) 

In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Lazarus from the dead 

before Thy Passion. Wherefore, we also, like the children, bearing the symbols of victory, cry to 

Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the highest; blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

 

 

http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/lazarus_saturday-apolytikion-ckaram-wnbn.pdf
http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/mgf_0176a_palm_sun.1st_tropb.pdf
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Leader:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

on us, and save us. 
 

People: Amen. 
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