
June 29 Liturgy Variables 1 Peter and Paul 

Divine Liturgy Variables for June 29 

The Holy, Glorious Apostles Peter and Paul 

 

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one 

for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese. 
 

Deacon:  For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from 

captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord. 
  

Choir:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in the Saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN) OF ORDINARY WEEKDAYS 

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, Who art wondrous in 

the saints; who sing to Thee. Alleluia. 

 

• Now sing these apolytikia in the following order. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL IN TONE FOUR (CHANT) (CHORAL) 

O foremost in the ranks of Apostles, and teachers of the world, Peter and Paul, intercede with the 

Master of all to grant peace unto the world, and to our souls the Great Mercy. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple ONLY IF Ss. Peter and Paul 

are not the patron saints of your temple. 

 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO (CHANT) (CHORAL) 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 

O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 

come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 

supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

 

THE EPISTLE 

Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth.  The heavens show forth the glory of God. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (11:21-12:9) 

Brethren, whatever any one dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast 

of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of 

Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—

with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 

Five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I have 

been beaten with rods; once I was stoned. Three times I have been shipwrecked; a night and a day 

I have been adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger 

from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at 

sea, danger from false brethren; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and 

thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily 

pressure upon me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is 
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made to fall, and I am not indignant?  If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 

weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He Who is blessed forever, knows that I do not 

lie. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize 

me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands.  I must 

boast; there is nothing to be gained by it, but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord.  I 

know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  And I know that this man was caught up into 

Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—and he heard things 

that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own 

behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.  Though if I wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, 

for I shall be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he 

sees in me or hears from me. And to keep me from being too elated by the abundance of revelations, 

a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too 

elated. Three times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but He said to me, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” I will all the more gladly 

boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (16:13-19) 

At that time, when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His Disciples, 

“Who do men say that the Son of man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered 

him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My 

Father Who is in Heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, 

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 

and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in Heaven.” 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. The only remaining variable is 

the Koinonikon. 

 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) FOR THE APOSTLES IN TONE EIGHT 

Their sound hath gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world. 

Alleluia. 

 

 THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless 

holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable 

Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 

Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles—especially Peter and Paul, whose 

memory we now celebrate—of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of 

Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-

victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; (of Saint N., the patron and 

protector of this holy community;) of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; 

and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, for as much as He is good and loveth mankind. 
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

 

 
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The 

Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy 
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