SERVICE OF TYPIKA ON SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2020
TONE 1 /7 EOTHINON 2; SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& SECOND SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

MARTYR JULIAN OF TARSUS; MARTYR APHRODISIUS OF CILICIA;
NEW-MARTYR NIKITA OF NISYROS NEAR RHODES

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy

on us, and save us.

People: Amen.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (THRICE)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon
our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy

on us, and save us.

People: Amen.

+ + 4+ + + + +

+

The following Psalms and hymns may be chanted or plainly read.

PSALM 102: CHANTED IN TONE EIGHT
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee,
Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, Who healeth all thine infirmities,
Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee with mercy and compassion,
Who fulfilleth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be renewed as the eagle’s.
The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgment for all them that are wronged.
He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the things that He hath
willed.
Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in mercy; not unto the
end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He be wroth.
Not according to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to our sins hath He
rewarded us.
For according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made His mercy to prevalil
over them that fear Him.
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities from us.
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+

+ + + +

Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had compassion upon them
that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are made, He hath remembered that we are dust.
As for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he blossom forth.

For when the wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer will it know the place
thereof.

But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them that fear Him.

And His righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His testament and remember
His commandments to do them.

The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth over all.

Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His word, to hear the voice
of His words.

Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will.

Bless the Lord, all ye His works, in every place of His dominion.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

PSALM 145: CHANTED IN TONE TWO
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant unto my God for as
long as | have my being.
Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation.
His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth. In that day all his thoughts shall
perish.
Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God, Who
hath made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that is therein,
Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who executeth judgement for the wronged, Who giveth food
unto the hungry.
The Lord looseth the fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord setteth aright the fallen;
The Lord loveth the righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes.
He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, and the way of sinners shall He destroy.
The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Zion, unto generation and generation.

“O ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON” IN TONE TWO

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Only-begotten Son and Word of God, Who art immortal and Who didst deign for our salvation
to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change became man, and
was crucified, O Christ our God, and didst trample death by Death, being yet one of the holy
Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us.

+ + 4+ + 4+ + +

THE BEATITUDES: CHANTED IN TONE EIGHT
In Thy kingdom, remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy kingdom.
Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God.
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+ Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God.

+ Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

Blessed are ye when men shall revile ye, and persecute ye, and say all manner of evil against
ye falsely for My sake.

Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when thou comest into Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when thou comest into Thy kingdom.

+

+ + 4+ + + +

SCRIPTURAL READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
e Both of the New Testament lessons are read without liturgical introduction or conclusion. The
readers start with “The Reading from...” and proceeds.

THE EPISTLE
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans. (2:10-16)

Brethren, glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also
the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned without the Law will also perish
without the Law, and all who have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law. For it is not
the hearers of the Law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the Law who will be justified.
When Gentiles who have not the Law do by nature what the Law requires, they are a law to
themselves, even though they do not have the Law. They show that what the Law requires is
written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts
accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets
of men by Christ Jesus.

THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (4:18-23)

At that time, as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who
is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And
He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their
nets and followed Him. And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He
called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him. And He went
about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom and
healing every disease and every infirmity among the people.

TROPARIA BEFORE THE CREED (Plain Reading)
1st Reader:  The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

2nd Reader:  Come unto him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed.
The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
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1st Reader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The choir of holy angels and archangels, with all the powers of heaven, singeth Thy
praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy

glory.
2nd Reader:  Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

THE NICENE-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED

People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten
before all worlds: Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten not made, of one essence with
the Father by Whom all things were made. Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down
from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man. And
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried. And on the third day
rose again according to the Scriptures. And ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
the Father. And He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom
shall have no end. And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, Who procedeth
from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; Who spake
by the Prophets. And | believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Leader: Forgive, remit, pardon, O God, our sins, both voluntary and involuntary, in deed and in
word, in knowledge or in ignorance, committed by night or by day, in mind and in thought. Forgive
us them all, for thou art good and lovest mankind.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
on us, and save us.

People: Amen.

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO (CHANT) (CHORAL)
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.

Reader: Lord, have mercy. (forty times)

Leader: O Christ our God, Who art worshipped and glorified at all times at every hour both in
heaven and on earth; Who art long-suffering and plenteous in mercy and compassion; Who lovest
the just man and showest mercy upon the sinner; and Who callest all men to repentance through
the promise of blessings to come; receive, O Lord, at this very hour our supplications, and direct
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our lives in the way of Thy commandments: sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, set our minds
aright, cleanse our thoughts; deliver us from all affliction, trouble, and distress; compass us about
with Thy holy angels, that, guided and guarded by them, we may attain unto the unity of the Faith,
and to the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory; for Thou art blessed unto ages of ages.
Amen.

Reader: Lord, have mercy. (THRICE)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Reader: More honorable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the
seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and art truly
Theotokos: We magnify thee.

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
on us, and save us.

People: Amen.
Reader: Blessed be the name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore. (THRICE)

PSALM 33

Reader: | will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. In the Lord
shall my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt His Name together. | sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my
tribulations. Come unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribulations. The angel of the Lord
will encamp round about them that fear Him, and will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord
is good; blessed is the man that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no
want to them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they that seek the
Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you
the fear of the Lord. What man is there that desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep thy
tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek peace,
and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are opened unto their
supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, utterly to destroy the remembrance
of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them out
of all their tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He will save
the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and the Lord shall deliver them out
of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, not one of them shall be broken. The death of sinners
is evil, and they that hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls of His
servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him.

People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto
ages of ages. Amen.

JUNE 21, 2020 TYPIKA SERVICE 5 2ND SUN. OF PENTECOST



A HOMILY
“Follow Me” Applies to Us All:
Homily for the Second Sunday after Pentecost in the Orthodox Church
Fr. Philip LeMasters, pastor, St. Luke Antiochian Orthodox Church of Abilene, Texas

Leader: In some ways, we may envy Peter, Andrew, James, and John for the clarity of their call.
On the day that Jesus Christ called them to leave everything behind and follow Him, there was no
question what He wanted them to do. The message was clear and they did as they were told.

Of course, that was only the beginning of their ministry as disciples and apostles. As we know
from reading the rest of the gospels, these men did not have a clear understanding of who Christ
really was until after His resurrection. Nothing in their background had prepared them for this
unusual kind of Messiah or for the great sacrifices that following Him would require. But on the
day that the Lord called His first disciples, He did not require perfect understanding. He asked
only that they leave behind the life that they had known and take the first steps in following Him.

That was not a small thing, of course. Imagine how hard it would be if Christ made very clear to
you that He wanted you to give up the only occupation you had ever known, leave your family
behind, and literally follow Him as He went around teaching, preaching, and healing the sick. On
that particular day, despite the enormity of this calling and their less than full understanding of it,
these men did as they were told and became “fishers of men” for the Kingdom of God. They were
clearly chosen to be Christ’s disciples, but they certainly did not have it easy in any way for the
rest of their lives.

It is a blessing and a challenge to have a strong and clear sense of what God wants you to do in
life. How many holy people—from the very first Christians until this very day—die as martyrs or
suffer abuse and persecution for their faithfulness to Christ? To take even small steps toward a
holy life requires struggle, persistence, and a willingness to endure tension within our own souls
and usually with other people. To lead a righteous life requires loving God with every ounce of
our being and our neighbors as ourselves. Try to do that seriously and you will find yourself
fighting many battles, especially in your own soul.

St. Paul was a Jewish convert to Christianity who knew that God had called the Hebrews for a
unique role in the salvation of the world. The Jews certainly had an advantage over the Gentiles
because of all that God had revealed to them through Moses and the prophets. But St. Paul also
knew that God shows no partiality. Hearing the Law without obeying it was of no benefit at all,
even as Christ’s disciples would have gained nothing by ignoring Christ’s call to follow Him. What
matters is actually doing what God requires of us.

St. Paul knew that God had not abandoned the Gentiles, for He gave everyone a conscience, a
knowledge of right and wrong engraved in our hearts; that is an important part of what it means to
be a human being in God’s image and likeness. So, whether Jew or Gentile, whether according to
the law of Moses or the dictates of conscience, St. Paul teaches that God holds us all accountable
to the truth that we have received. The question for every human being, then, is whether we obey
the Lord according to what we know of His purposes for us.
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He was under no illusion that the Jews had perfectly obeyed the Law or that the Gentiles had lived
fully in accordance with conscience. St. Paul taught that all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God. No one is in the position to boast of a privileged status before the Lord or to judge
another, for both Jew and Gentile (namely, all human beings) stand in need of grace and mercy to
the depths of our souls. Everyone is in need of a Savior Who conquers sin and death and brings us
into the eternal life of God.

That was certainly true our Lord’s disciples, who failed with some frequency to obey or even
understand what Christ expected of them. They largely abandoned Him at His arrest and
crucifixion, and it was not until He appeared to them after His resurrection and gave them a
measure of the Holy Spirit that their eyes were truly opened. It was not until the descent of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost that they boldly and effectively became “fishers of men” whose preaching
and miracle-working ministry brought multitudes into the life of Christ. As a consequence of their
apostolic ministry, they took up their crosses in suffering persecution, hardships of all kinds, and
even death as martyrs. The Lord did not call them to an easy life of special privilege, but to an
extremely demanding one of sacrifice for the sake of the Kingdom.

At the end of the day, He does the same with us all. Of course, the details will be different. We are
not fishermen in first-century Palestine or the very pillars of the Church in the sense that they were.
St. Paul surely did not have us in mind when he wrote to the Romans about Jews and Gentiles. It
is possible to get so caught up in the particular callings and circumstances of others such that we
miss the larger point. To be perfectly clear, the larger point is that we are all fully responsible for
hearing and responding to God’s calling in our lives, no matter how imperfectly we understand it
or how difficult it is to obey.

In many ways, we have much less of an excuse than Christ’s first disciples, for we have the benefit
of their example and of so many generations of faithful people who have gone before us in
following Jesus Christ. As Orthodox Christians, we have received the fullness of God’s revelation
in the ongoing life of the Church by the power of the Holy Spirit. But instead of patting ourselves
on the back and simply taking pride in these great blessings, we must humbly accept the great
responsibility that they give us. Like the Jews of old, we must remember that it is no great thing to
be a recipient of God’s requirements if we do not actually do what He requires. Like the Gentiles
mentioned by St. Paul, we must remember that it is no accomplishment to have a conscience that
leads us in the right direction if we do not actually follow it. And our participation in the Church
will be of no benefit to us if we ourselves do not become living witnesses of our Savior’s victory
over sin and death in our daily lives.

In this season of the Apostles Fast, we want to become more like those blessed men who left
everything behind in response to the Savior’s call, even though they often fell short. Their
understanding was imperfect and the same was true of their actions on many occasions. But the
Lord did not abandon or reject them, even when they abandoned Him. He is merciful and calls us
all to accept His mercy when we realize that we have not been doers of His will and have
disregarded His calling. Like the apostles, we do not yet have perfect faith and obedience; but just
like them, we are responsible to respond to the calling we have received as best we can. To do so
will never be easy or without sacrifice; we will often stumble along the path of discipleship. But
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if we continue the journey with humble repentance, we will grow each step of the way in hearing
Christ’s calling more clearly and in gaining the strength to obey Him more fully.

As hard as it is to believe, Jesus Christ calls each of us with the urgency that He called those first
disciples and apostles. We are every bit as responsible for obeying Him as they were, indeed even
more responsible because we have the benefit of their example. They had to wait three years for
Christ’s resurrection and the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, while we do not. Far more than the
Jews of the Old Testament or the ancient Gentiles, God has opened the eyes of our souls to know
what He requires of us. He has given us a great calling to share personally in His eternal and holy
life. There is no question about that. The only question is how we will respond to the One Who
says to each and every one of us: “Follow Me.”

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou
didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly
powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy
kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.

Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
on us, and save us.

People: Amen.

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration
Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be
further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written
authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.
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