DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021
TONE 5 7/ EOTHINON 5
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON

VENERABLE BASIL THE CONFESSOR, COMPANION OF PROKOPIOS OF DECAPOLIS; HIEROMARTYR PROTERIOS,
ARCHBISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA; RIGHTEOUS KYRA AND MARANA OF BEROEA IN SYRIA; APOSTLES NYMPHAS
AND EuvOULOS; NEW-MARTYR KYRANNA OF THESSALONICA

NOTE TO CLERGY: Remember to include this special petition in the Great Litany before the one
for the head of state, as directed by the Antiochian Archdiocese.

Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul, Archbishop John, and for their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

e During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance
Hymn) is “O come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”
After the Little Entrance, chant the apolytikia in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the
Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death;
and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE (CHANT) (CHORAL)
(**On this day the Virgin**)
Foolishly | sprang away * from Thy great fatherly glory, * and dispersed in wicked deeds * the
riches that Thou didst give me. * With the Prodigal | therefore * cry unto Thee now: * | have
sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father. * But receive me in repentance; * make me as one
of * Thy hired servants, O Lord.

THE EPISTLE
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)
Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us. Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (6:12-20)
Brethren, all things are lawful for me, but not all things are expedient. All things are lawful
for me, but I will not be brought under the authority of anything. Foods are for the belly, and the
belly for foods; but God will destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but for
the Lord, and the Lord for the body; and God both raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up
through His power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore
take away the members of Christ, and make them members of a harlot? God forbid! Or, do you
not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For, “The two,” He says, “shall
become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee fornication! Every sin that
a person commits is outside the body, but whoever commits fornication sins against his own body.
Or, do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have

FEBRUARY 28, 2021 LITURGY VARIABLES 1 THE PRODIGAL SON


http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/vespers-kazan-38-resurrectional_apolytikion_tone_5.pdf
http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/kont-prodigal_son-chant-new.pdf
http://ww1.antiochian.org/sites/default/files/sacred_music/MGF_0138a_Prodigal.Kont%28B%29.pdf

received from God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided his living
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into
a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent
everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went and joined
himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he
came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare,
but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a
distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it
on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’
And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near
to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants and asked what this
meant. And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has received him safe and sound.” But he was angry and refused to go in. His father
came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you,
and | never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid that I might make merry with
my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you
killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive;
he was lost, and is found.’”

e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross;
by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of
our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community;
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the Venerable Basil the
Confessor, companion of Prokopios of Decapolis; Hieromartyr Proterios, archbishop of
Alexandria; Righteous Kyra and Marana of Beroea in Syria; Apostles Nymphas and Euvoulos;
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and New-martyr Kyranna of Thessalonica, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints:
have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.
Choir: Amen.

Pronunciation Guide
Proterios: proh-TEH-ree-ohs
Beroea: veh-REE-ah
Nymphas: neem-PHAS
Euvoulos: EV-00-lohs
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