DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026
TONE 4 / EOTHINON 4

SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS (CHEESE FARE)

UNCOVERING OF THE SEVEN MARTYRS’ RELICS AT GATE OF EUGENIOS IN CONSTANTINOPLE;
MARTYR ANTHUSA AND HER TWELVE SERVANTS

® During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

let us worship...
hymns in the following order:

“Come,
After the Little Entrance, chant the

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FOUR
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Having learned the joyful message of the
Resurrection from the angel the women
disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the
news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world
Great Mercy.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION FOR SUNDAY OF
FORGIVENESS IN TONE SIX
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O Thou Who guidest to wisdom, and givest
understanding and intelligence, the Instructor of
the ignorant, and Helper of the poor, strengthen
my heart and grant it understanding, O Master.
Give me word, O Word of the Father; for
behold, I shall not refrain my lips from crying to
Thee, O merciful One, have mercy upon me who
am fallen.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Sunday of Forgiveness)
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O Lord, how magnified are Thy works.
In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
The Reading from the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Romans. (13:11-14:4)
Brethren, now is our salvation nearer than when
we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at
hand. Let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let
us walk becomingly, as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in chambering
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and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousy.
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts. But as
for the one who is weak in faith, receive him, but
not for disputes over opinions. For one believes
he may eat anything; but the weak person eats
herbs. Let not him who eats despise him who
does not eat, and let not him who does not eat
judge him who eats; for God has received him.
Who are you to be the judge over the servant of
a stranger? To his own master he either stands
or falls; but he will be made to stand; for God is
able to make him stand.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Sunday of Forgiveness)
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The reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. Matthew. (6:14-21)

The Lord said to His Disciples: If you forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also
will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses. And when you fast, do not look
dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure
their faces that their fasting may be seen by men.
Truly, 1 say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and
wash your face, that your fasting may not be
seen by men but by your Father Who is in secret;
and your Father Who sees in secret will reward
you. Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also.
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.




THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated, of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna,
and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save
us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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o [Forgiveness Sunday Vespers must be served on Cheese Fare Sunday, either immediately
following the morning Divine Liturgy, or later this evening at the usual time for Vespers.
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