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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, August 16, 2026 

Tone 2 / Eothinon 11; Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

& Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 

After-feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 

Recovery from Edessa of the Icon of Christ Not Made by Hands: 

‘The Holy Napkin’ 

 

THE FIRST ANTIPHON 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth, give thanks unto the Lord and call upon His Name. Declare 

His works among the nations. 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 

In the city of our God, in His holy mountain, His place hath been made in peace, and His dwelling 

in Zion. (Refrain) 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 
 

THE SECOND ANTIPHON 

The Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling of Jacob. Glorious things are spoken 

of thee, O city of God. 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia. 

God hath laid her foundation unto eternity. We have thought, O God, of Thy mercy in the midst 

of Thy people. (Refrain) 

The most-high hath hallowed His tabernacle. (Refrain) 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 

 

THE THIRD ANTIPHON 
Ready is my heart, O God, ready is my heart; I will sing and chant in my glory. What shall I render 

to the Lord for all that He hath given me? I will receive the cup of salvation, and call upon the 
Name of the Lord. 

 

• During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the 

Dormition. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… save us, O Son of 
God, Who art risen from the dead…” as on ordinary Sundays. After the Little Entrance, sing 

these hymns in the following order: 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst 

destroy hades with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, 
all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

 

APOLYTIKION OF THE DORMITION IN TONE ONE (CHANT) (CHORAL) 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy falling-asleep 

thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, being the Mother of Life. 
Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from death. 

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/mgf_0305aba_dormition.1stant.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/mgf_0306aba_dormition.2ndant.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/vespers-kazan-32-resurrectional_apolytikion_tone_2.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/mgf_0309a_dormition.apolya2.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/mgf_0310a_dormition.apolyb2b.pdf
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ICON OF CHRIST IN TONE TWO (CHANT) (CHORAL) 
Thy pure image do we venerate, O good One, asking forgiveness of our sins, O Christ our God; 

for by Thine own will Thou didst ascend the Cross in Thy body, to save Thy creatures from the 
bondage of the enemy. Wherefore, with thankfulness we cry aloud to thee: Thou hast verily filled 

all with joy, since Thou didst come, O our Savior, to save the world. 

 

• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

 
KONTAKION OF THE DORMITION IN TONE TWO 

Verily, the Theotokos, who is ever watchful in intercessions, and whose prayers are never rejected, 
neither tomb nor death could control. But since she is the Mother of Life, He Who dwelt in her 

ever-virgin womb did translate her to life. 
 

THE EPISTLE 

(For the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) 
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12) 

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my defense to those who 

would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food and drink? Do we not have the right to 

be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it 
only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a 

soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who tends a 
flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority? Does not the law say 

the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading 

out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was 
written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of 

a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your 
material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, 

we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way 

of the Gospel of Christ. 
 

THE GOSPEL 

(For the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew) 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, 
imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for 

him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he 

went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him 
by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 
pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said 

to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not 
you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord 

https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/apolytikion-1st_sunday_in_lent-wnbn.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/mgf_0144a_sun1lent.tropbnew.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/kont-dormition_theotokos-ckaram-wnbn.pdf
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delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-

immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother—whose Dormition and translation into the heavens we 
now celebrate—by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the 

honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, 
Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among 

the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now 
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing 

Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous 

ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, 
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

 
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 

 

 
 

 
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The 

Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy 

Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works 

may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior 

written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery. 


