ORTHROS ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2018
TONE 5 /7 EOTHINON 8; FOREFEAST OF &

SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST (THE GENEALOGY)
TEN MARTYRS OF CRETE; NEW-MARTYR NICHOLAS; VENERABLE NAHUM OF OCHRID

The first part of Orthros may be found in the red Service Book, pages 44-58.

“GOD IS THE LORD” IN TONE FIVE”

Chanter: God is the Lord and hath appeared unto us. | e aled) LS5 ol SY) EHLA b eds SN AN Al
Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. )

(Repeat after verses) (‘;’bﬁirﬁ"”}/ /
1. O give thanks unto the Lord, and call upon His eIl daldy g iy Gl 1352 — 1
holy Name.

2. All nations compassed me about, but in the name eélxﬁ | f—&al,u 7 |ghala f:e‘Y\ )
of the Lord will | destroy them.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal | 8 zslly <OU (s5ludl) AR 38254 Guiegd) et Fudl
with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for | ., &, . = w . o TS

our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the | 2~ A LA ehasll G slial el pley LY
Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead | 35l (agiy «Casall daidag ccuball e 3lia & azall
by His glorious Resurrection. ’
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APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 'w-i‘"-”aufb oYl (U al

Spirit.
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three | a8 G oodall A5 35 Y (lay) Oladl o e
holy youths rejoiced in the fountain of flames as though | =~ .~ D
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shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. | s |2l LT seed i e axfic e nd Lty sk
Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ God, save our A ) Ll pgedomin il pilS g Lt el 4

souls. m}u uah

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE FOUR
(**Joseph was amazed**)

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. a7 e, %

Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto . . 'fJ"M/ ‘wﬂ/fj/fu “’-j”J gb/ 55 oY
all. * Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now, behold, the | Ulal L (sUgd caaaall S Eiane da (281 & Ly (s2a00)
Tree of Life * hath blossomed forth in the cave from | .., .5 s ot ey T ION T
the holy Virgin.* Her womb hath proved a true | = Lk U\% (Aol G BLAD (4 580 23 Blad) 350 OY
spiritual Paradise, * wherein the divine and saving Tree | La5 i &G ) (gl «2el) Godad) 4 (Llie Lujan ek
is found, * and as we eat thereof we shall all live, *and | | . . T e,
shall not die as did Adam. * For Christ is born now to | = = Sl Liagia Mgk monall .03l dhe S Yy

raise the image that had fallen aforetime.
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THE LITTLE LITANY

Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to
the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and
keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most-blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary,
with all the saints: let us commend
ourselves and each other, and all our life
unto Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For Thine is the majesty, and Thine is
the kingdom, and the power and the
glory: of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit; now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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FIFTH TONE RESURRECTIONAL KATHISMATA (Plain Reading)
First Kathisma

Let us laud the honored Cross of the Lord; let us honor
with song His holy Burial; let us glorify His divine
Resurrection; for He hath raised the dead from the
graves, since He is God, and hath led captive the might
of death and the power of Diabolus, and hath shed light
on those who are in Hades.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

Thou hast been called dead, O Lord, Who hast caused
death to die. And Thou wast placed in a grave, O Thou
Who hast emptied the grave. Above, the soldiers
guarded the tomb, but below, Thou didst raise the dead
who were from eternity. Wherefore, O Lord Almighty,
the Incomprehensible, glory to Thee.

(For the Forefeast) Both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

The sayings of the Prophets have now been fulfilled.
For on the morrow, our God is born of the Virgin Mary
in a manner surpassing speech, and remaineth as He
was before His birth. The Magi gather, bearing gifts;
the shepherds abide in the field, and we also sing: O
Thou Who wast born of a Virgin, O Lord, glory to
Thee.
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Second Kathisma

After Thy third-day Resurrection and the worship of
the Disciples, O Lord, Peter cried to Thee: The women
made bold to Thee, but | cowered fearing; the thief did
speak of Thy Divinity, and I denied Thee ungratefully.
Wouldest Thou still, 1 wonder, call me Disciple, or
make me a fisher of the deep? Nevertheless, O God,
receive me, repentant, and save me.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

The transgressors of the law, O merciful Lord, nailed
Thee between two thieves and stabbed Thy side with a
spear. And Thou didst submit to burial, O Thou Who
didst invade the gates of Hades, and didst rise in three
days. Wherefore, the women hastened to behold Thee,
and told the good tidings of Thy Resurrection to the
Apostles, O Savior transcendent in height, and praised
of angels. Wherefore, O blessed Lord, glory to Thee.

(For the Forefeast) Both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

The song the shepherds played on their reed-pipes was
stayed by a great angelic host, which called out to
them, saying: Tarry not in the field now, O ye that
shepherd the nurslings of the flocks; cry aloud singing
praises, that Christ the Lord hath been born in
Bethlehem, He that in truth hath been well pleased, as
God, to save the race of mankind.
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EVLOGETARIA (BENEDICTIONS) IN TONE FIVE

Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.

The company of the Angels was amazed when they
beheld Thee numbered among the dead. Yet Thyself, O
Savior, destroyed the power of death, with Thee raising
up Adam and releasing all men from Hell.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.
Wherefore, O Women Disciples, do ye mingle sweet-
smelling spices with your tears of pity? The radiant
Angel within the sepulcher cried unto the Myrrh-bearing
Women: Behold the grave, and understand, for the
Savior is risen from the tomb.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.

Very early in the morning, did the Myrrh-bearing
Women run lamenting unto Thy tomb. But an Angel
came toward them, saying: The time for lamentation is
passed; weep not, but announce unto the Apostles the
Resurrection.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes.

The Myrrh-bearing Women mourned, as bearing spices
they drew near Thy tomb, O Savior. But the Angel
spake unto them, saying: Why number ye the living
among the dead? In that He is God He is risen from the
grave.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

We adore the Father, as also His Son, and the Holy
Spirit, the Holy Trinity in one Essence, crying with the
Seraphim: Holy, holy, holy art Thou, O Lord.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

In that thou didst bear the Giver of Life, O Virgin, thou
didst redeem Adam from sin, and didst give to Eve joy
in place of sadness; and He who was incarnate of thee,
both God and man, hath restored to life those who had
fallen therefrom.
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Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God. (3
times)
O our God and our Hope, glory to Thee.
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THE LITTLE LITANY

Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to
the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and
keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most-blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary,
with all the saints: let us commend
ourselves and each other, and all our life
unto Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For blessed is Thy Name, and glorified
is Thy kingdom: of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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FIFTH TONE RESURRECTIONAL HYPAKOE (Plain Reading)

The minds of the ointment-bearing women were

dazzled by the angelic scene, and their souls with the
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divine Resurrection. Wherefore, they spoke to the
Apostles, saying: Declare in the nations the
Resurrection of the Lord, Who worketh wonders with
you, who bestoweth on us the Great Mercy.
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FIFTH TONE RESURRECTIONAL ANABATHMOI (Plain Reading)
First Antiphony

+ O my Lord, I sing to Thee like David in my sorrow.
Save my soul from the deceitful tongues.

+ Verily, the life of the dwellers in the wilderness is a
very happy one; for by divine passion are they ever
carried up.

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.By the Holy Spirit are all creations seen and
unseen preserved, the control thereof being in
Himself Who is without doubt one of the Trinity.
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Second Antiphony

+ Come, my soul, let us ascend the mountain yonder,
whence cometh thy help.

+ O Christ, let Thy raised right hand encompass me,
preserving me from all evil deceits.

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen. By the Holy Spirit do we speak divinely,
saying, Verily, Thou art God, Life, Love, Light and
Mind. Thou art goodness; Thou dost reign for ages.
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Third Antiphony

+ | have been filled with great joy by those who say
to me: Let us go into the courts of the Lord. Verily,
I have offered a constant prayer.

+ In the house of David dread wonders take place; for
there is a burning fire consuming every evil mind.

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit: both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Verily, the Holy Spirit is the Element of life
and its beginning; for through Him doth every
living thing breathe; as is the Father and the Word.
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PROKEIMENON FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE FIVE

Arise, O my Lord and my God, for Thou dost reign to
the end of time. (TWICE)
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Stichos: To Thee do I confess, O Lord, from my whole
heart.

Arise, O my Lord and my God, for Thou dost reign to
the end of time.
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Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir: Lord, have mercy.
Priest: For Holy art Thou, O our God, Who

restest in the Holy Place, and unto Thee
do we ascribe glory: to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Chanter: Amen. Let everything that hath breath praise
the Lord. (Twice)

Praise ye God in His saints; praise Him in the firm
foundation of His power.

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.
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THE EIGHTH EOTHINON GOSPEL

Deacon: And that we may be accounted worthy to hear
the Holy Gospel, let us pray unto the Lord our God.

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (Thrice)

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us attend! Let us hear the Holy
Gospel.

Priest: Peace be to all.
Choir: And to thy spirit.

Priest: The Reading from the Holy Gospel according
to Saint John (20:11-18)

Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
Priest: Let us attend!
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Priest: At that time, Mary stood weeping outside the
tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where
the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at
the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid
Him.” Saying this, she turned round and saw Jesus
standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do
you seek?”” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said
to Him, “Sir, if Thou hast carried Him away, tell me
where Thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away.”
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Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to Him
in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).
Jesus said to her, “Do not hold Me, for I have not yet
ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say
to them, 1 am ascending to My Father and your Father,
to My God and your God.” Mary Magdalene went and
said to the Disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she
told them that He had said these things to her.

Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Reader: In that we have beheld the Resurrection of
Christ, let us bow down before the Holy Lord Jesus, the
only sinless One. Thy Cross do we adore, O Christ, and
Thy holy Resurrection we praise and glorify: for Thou
art our God, and we know none other beside Thee; we
call upon Thy Name. O come, all ye faithful, let us
adore Christ’s holy Resurrection. For lo, through the
Cross is joy come into all the world. Ever blessing the
Lord, let us sing His Resurrection: for in that He
endured the Cross for us, He hath destroyed death by
death.
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PSALM 50

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy great
mercy; according to the multitude of Thy tender
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mercies, blot out mine iniquity. ceila
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse Lowd as v c e P PO S
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me from my sin.

For | acknowledge mine iniquity, and my sin is ever
before me.
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Against Thee only have 1 sinned, and done evil in Thy
sight, that Thou mightest be justified in Thy words, and
prevail when Thou art judged.
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For behold, | was shapen in iniquity, and in sins did my
mother conceive me.
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For behold, Thou hast loved truth; the unclear and
hidden things of Thy wisdom Thou hast made clear to
me.

Sids fadlse I Galayly (Gal)l Goodl ey

AP

Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and | shall be
clean; Thou shalt wash me, and | shall be whiter than
SNOW.
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Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; the
bones which Thou hast broken shall rejoice.
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Turn away Thy face from my sins, and blot out all my
iniquities.
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Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.
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Cast me not away from Thy presence and take not Thy
Holy Spirit from me.
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Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and steady me
with a guiding spirit.

c S iy e (Bladld d3gh 35N

Then will | teach transgressors Thy ways, and the
impious shall be converted unto Thee.
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Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, Thou God of
my salvation, and my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy
righteousness.
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O Lord, open Thou my lips and my mouth shall declare
Thy praise.
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For hadst Thou desired sacrifice, | would have given it
Thee; Thou delightest not in burnt offerings.
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Sacrifices to God are a contrite spirit; a contrite and
humble heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise.
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Do good, O Lord, in Thy good will unto Zion, that the
walls of Jerusalem may be built up.
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Then shalt Thou be pleased with the sacrifice of
righteousness, with burnt offerings and whole burnt
offerings.
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Then shall they offer bullocks upon Thine altar.
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TROPARIA AFTER PSALM 50 IN TONE TWO

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

Through the intercessions of the Apostles, O Thou
Who art merciful, blot out the multitude of our
transgressions.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Thou
Who art merciful, blot out the multitude of our
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THE INTERCESSION

Deacon: O God, save Thy people, and bless Thine
inheritance. Visit Thy world with mercy and
compassions. Exalt the horn of Orthodox Christians,
and send down upon us Thy rich mercies. Through the
intercessions of our all-immaculate Lady Theotokos
and ever-virgin Mary; by the might of the precious and
life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable
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bodiless Powers of heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious prophet, forerunner and Baptist
John; of the holy, glorious, all-laudable apostles Peter
and Paul, and of all the holy apostles; of our fathers
among the saints, great hierarchs and ecumenical
teachers Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and
John Chrysostom; Athanasius, Cyril and John the
Merciful, patriarchs of Alexandria; Nicholas of Myra,
Spyridon of Trimythous and Nektarios of Pentapolis
the Wonderworkers; of our fathers among the saints
Tikhon, patriarch of Moscow and Raphael, bishop of
Brooklyn; of the holy, glorious, great-martyrs, George
the Trophy-bearer, Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer,
Theodore the Soldier, Theodore the General, and
Menas the Wonderworker; of the hieromartyrs Ignatius
the God-bearer of Antioch, Charalampos and
Eleutherios; of the holy, glorious great women martyrs,
Thekla, Barbara, Anastasia, Katherine, Kyriaki,
Photeini, Marina, Paraskeva and Irene; of the holy,
glorious, right-victorious martyrs; of our venerable and
God-bearing fathers who shone in the ascetic life; of
Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy
community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna; of all those who of old have been
well-pleasing to God, from Adam down to Joseph
the Betrothed, of the prophets and prophetesses,
especially of Daniel the prophet and the three holy
youths; of the holy Ten Martyrs of Crete; New-
martyr Nicholas; and Venerable Nahum of Ochrid,
enlightener of the Bulgarians, whose memory we
celebrate today, and of all the saints: we beseech Thee,
O most merciful Lord, hearken unto the petitions of us
sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, and
have mercy upon us.
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Chanter: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord,
have mercy. (Repeat 4 times)
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Priest: Through the mercies and compassions and love
for mankind of Thine Only-begotten Son, with Whom
Thou art blessed, together with Thine all-holy, and
good, and life-giving Spirit: now and ever, and unto
ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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KONTAKION AND OIKOS FOR FOREFEAST OF THE NATIVITY (Plain Reading)

O Bethlehem, rejoice; Ephratha, make thou ready; for
in her womb the Ewe-lamb doth bear the Great | T b
Shepherd, and lo, she now urgently maketh haste to | Ll (s3Il ¢33l S0 bzl el lalia & sl
give birth to Him. On beholding Him, the righteous | ., ., . . . _, Cael b i mawt sy Sy oaetes
God-bearing Fathers all rejoice, and with the shepherds Blesll g e Gt lsag) clly Gyaagiall 2LV Sk

sing hymns of praise of the Virgin that nursed a child. Aaazaall 2))ial)
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Beholding the splendor of thy conception shining out, | .- . &%) 251all el ol a2 ) G el WA
O Virgin, Abraham the friend of God, the celebrated & US Al Gl Al Gl paala) O (Ol L
Isaac, Jacob and all the divinely gathered choir of the | td «dll (o Guliadll Guwddll Cacax lug Cigiad
Saints rejoice, and they have brought creation to meet | .. . 5. el A . o

thee with words of jubilation. For thou art the cause “‘“u; b seds cleagiy) lekale e 2l e

of joy for all, who didst cpnceive in thy womb Him | 3l I ]} cels o (g5l =5l dbﬁe Ay
that was seen of old in Babylon and past all T L T
understanding preserved the Children unburnt, when | ¢l (& Laad da5d ol dlaa 3 culen 33 3] (el
they were unjustly cast into the furnace. Wherefore, | .- < w0 Lk el 5 ea s fodll Goiall asa
they sing unto Him Who was seen in the hands of the J'm O3l ) osl bk O I
young Maiden, and they praise the Virgin that nursed | 31 23L3AIL Iy QlMa L Jdie K (Gei e TN

a child. . ; ,
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THE SYNAXARION (Plain Reading)
On December 23 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the holy Ten Martyrs of Crete; New-martyr
Nicholas; and Venerable Nahum of Ochrid, enlightener of the Bulgarians.

On this day, the Sunday before the Nativity of Christ, we have been enjoined by our holy and God-bearing
Fathers to make commemoration of all them that from the beginning of time have been well-pleasing unto God, from
Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as Luke the Evangelist
hath recounted historically; and likewise for the Prophets and Prophetesses, especially of Daniel the Prophet and the
three holy youths.

It is also known as the Sunday of the Holy Genealogy. We remember the aforementioned names, those in
the Old Testament who were related to Christ by blood, and those who spoke of His Birth as a man. In the Divine
Liturgy, we shall read of Jesus Christ’s lineage from the Gospel of Saint Matthew. In this way, the Church shows
us that Christ truly became a man, taking on human nature. He was not a ghost, an apparition, a myth, a distant
imagined god, or the abstract god of philosophers; such a god does not have a family tree. Our God is the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He has flesh and blood, human ancestors—many of whom sinned greatly, but like
David, also repented greatly. Yet, all of these righteous ones in every age had been well-pleasing to God because
they loved Him. By taking on human nature, the Son of God became like us in all ways, in flesh and blood, in
mind and soul, and in heart and will. He differed from us in only one way: He could not sin. Since we know that
Christ’s human nature remained sinless, He is also fully divine, and He shows us the way in which we can avoid
sin, and so improve and transform our human nature.

By their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy upon us and save us. Amen.

KATAVASIAS OF THE FIRST CANON OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE ONE

Ode 1. Christ is born, glorify Him. Christ is come from | . {- .13 - L2 el heriad 313 dvecll -1
heaven, receive Him. Christ is on earth, be ye elevated. «“ = u‘i‘;’ ) 1 S
Sing to the Lord, all the earth; and ye nations, praise | «LelS ()Y Ll 30l By cleniils (V) e )
Him with joy; for He hath been glorified. L« . )
0 B A 7Ll byl Caged L

Ode 3. Let us cry unto the Son, born of the Father | (s ysadll 8 VI Ga s liall (1) 383 250081 -3
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before the ages without transubstantiation, Christ God
Who hath been incarnate in these last days of the Virgin,
without seed, shouting, O Thou Who hath elevated our
state, Thou art holy, O Lord.
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Ode 4. O praised Christ, a stem hath come out of Jesse,
and from it hast sprouted a Flower from a dense and
shadowed mountain, O immaterial God, coming
incarnate from the Virgin that hath not known man.
Glory, therefore, to Thy might, O Lord.
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Ode 5. Since Thou art the God of peace and the Father
of mercies, O Lover of mankind, Thou didst send to us
the great Messenger of Thy mind, granting us Thy
peace. Therefore, have we been led aright to the light of
divine knowledge, glorifying Thee as we come out of
darkness.
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Ode 6. The sea-monster did disgorge Jonah from its
belly, as it received him safely like a fetus. As for the
Word, when He dwelt in the Virgin, taking from her a
body, He was born, preserving her without corruption,
and without transubstantiation, preserving His Mother
without harm.
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Ode 7. The youths having grown together in true
worship, despising the command of the infidel, were not
dismayed by the threat of fire; but were singing as they
stood in the midst of the flames: Blessed art Thou, God
of our fathers.
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Ode 8. We praise, we bless, and we worship the Lord.
Verily, the dewy furnace did shadow the sign of the
supernatural wonder; for it burned not the youths whom
it received, as the fire of divinity also burned not the
womb of the Virgin in which it dwelt. Wherefore, let us
offer praise with song, saying: Let all creation praise the
Lord, exalting Him evermore, to the end of ages.
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Deacon: The Theotokos and Mother of The Light, let us
honor and magnify in song.
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MAGNIFICATIONS IN TONE ONE

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Savior.

Refrain: More honorable than the Cherubim, and
more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim,
thou who without corruption barest God the Word,
and art truly Theotokos, we magnify thee.
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For He hath regarded the lowliness of His handmaiden;
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for behold from henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed. (Refrain)

- JaY

For He that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is His
Name; and His mercy is on them that fear Him,
throughout all generations. (Refrain)

des ) Kodie Aal) gl Blhe o aia Al N

He hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. (Refrain)
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He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath
exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the empty
with good things, and the rich hath He sent empty away.
(Refrain)
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He remembering His mercy hath helped His servant
Israel, as He promised to our forefathers, Abraham and
his seed forever. (Refrain)
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Ode 9. Magnify, O my soul, her who is more honorable and
more exalted in glory than the heavenly hosts.

| behold a strange and wonderful mystery: the cave a
heaven, the Virgin a cherubic throne, and the manger a
noble place in which hath laid Christ the uncontained
God. Let us, therefore, praise and magnify Him.

ARV G ks &35y i 48T b Ga it L aic =9
iy slass Bl (i lyme o aldl ) . 500
ol 4 ) 01 days Man il bang s Lae

Cnabaai Aancils (e b gsusall 2 )

THE LITTLE LITANY

Deacon: Again and again, in peace, let us pray to
the Lord.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and
keep us, O God, by Thy grace.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most-blessed and glorious
Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary,
with all the saints: let us commend
ourselves and each other, and all our life
unto Christ our God.

Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For all the powers of Heaven praise Thee,
and unto Thee do they ascribe glory: to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit; now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen.
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Holy is the Lord our God. (THRICE)

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His footstool,
for He is holy.
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THE EIGHTH EOTHINON EXAPOSTEILARION IN TONE TWO

Verily, when Mary saw two angels inside the grave she
was taken by surprise. And when she, knowing not
Christ, but thinking Him the gardener, said to Him, Sir,
where hast Thou placed the body of Jesus? She knew
from His voice that He was the Savior, and she obeyed
Him when He said: Touch Me not; for I am going to My
Father. Tell this to My brethren.
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THE EXAPOSTEILARION FOR SUNDAY BEFORE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO
(**Upon that Mount in Galilee**)

By faith, the Fathers ere the Law * shone bright as stars
beforehand, * those foremost of the Patriarchs, * great
Abraham and Isaac, * and the illustrious Jacob; * for
from them, all the Prophets * and all the just were set
afire * like lamps blazing with splendor; * and by the
rays * of their hallowed prophecies they
enlightened *the  whole  creation, which  had
been * shrouded with heavy darkness.
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THE EXAPOSTEILARION FOR THE FORE

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO

(**Upon that Mount in Galilee**)

Be glad, O little Bethlehem; * Ephratha, make thou
ready; * the Theotokos now doth come * unto the cave
and manger * to bring forth God past all telling. * O
myst’ry dread and awesome! * this great, divine Nativity,
* whose glad forefeast is kept by * the Patriarchs *
Abraham and lIsaac and godly Jacob, * and all the
Prophets joyously, * with Angels and us mortals.
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AINOI (PRAISES

) IN TONE FIVE

Let everything that hath breath, praise the Lord. Praise ye
the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the heights. To
Thee, O God is due our song.
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Praise ye Him, all His angels; praise ye Him, all His
hosts. To Thee, O God, is due our song.
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For the Resurrection in Tone Five

Verse 1. This glory shall be to all His saints.

The grave, O Lord, having been sealed by the
transgressors of the law, Thou didst emerge from within
like as Thou wast born of the Theotokos; for the
incorporeal angels did not know how Thou wert
incarnate. Likewise, the guardian soldiers were not aware
when Thou didst rise; for these two matters were
concealed from all seekers. But the wonders appeared to
those who worshipped the mystery in faith. Therefore,
grant us, who offer praise, joy and Great Mercy.
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Verse 2. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the
firmament of His power.

O Lord, Thou hast demolished the everlasting gates and
broken asunder the chains. Thou didst rise from the
tomb, leaving behind Thy wrappings and ointments in
the grave, in testimony of Thy true three-day Burial, and
didst go before into Galilee, O Thou Who wert kept in a
cave. Great, therefore, are Thy mercies, O ineffable
Savior; have mercy upon us.
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Verse 3. Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him
according to His excellent greatness.

The women did hasten to Thy tomb to behold Thee, O
Lord, Who didst suffer for us. And when they arrived,
advancing, they saw an angel sitting on the stone rolled
back from fear. And he shouted to them, saying: The
Lord hath risen. Go and tell the Disciples that the Savior
of our souls is risen from the dead.
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Verse 4. Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet.
Praise Him with the psaltery and harp.

O Lord Savior, Thou didst enter unto Thy Disciples, the
doors being closed, as Thou didst come out of the sealed
tomb, showing the sufferings of the flesh which Thou
didst accept in long-suffering; for Thou didst submit to
pains patiently since Thou art the seed of David. But
since Thou art the Son of God, Thou didst liberate the
world. Great therefore, are Thy mercies, O
incomprehensible Savior. Have mercy upon us.

Slilly lojall dsnics ecisall AL S3nic —4

Al sl S e @y B galaal C) Al
S 2al AT Delan zsda sy S e A LS
Go S Ly yla o) i) 5 §) et ol gl
G dmbad Qe Al Epda Wl G S Ly cagls £3)
) B e S L e

For the Sunday before Nativity in Tone Five (**Rejoice**)

Verse 5. Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; praise
Him with stringed instruments and organs.

Zion, thou sacred city of God, * lift up thy voice,
proclaim to all the divinely-blest * memorial of the
Fathers, while singing Abraham’s praise, * and with
Isaac, honor Jacob great of fame.* For lo, now we
magnify Judah, Levi, the Patriarchs, * and the great
Moses, wondrous Aaron, and we acclaim* David,
Samuel, and with them, Jesus of Navi. * As we strike up
divine prefestal praises of Christ our God, * with hymns
composed by divine grace, we also ask that we all may
find * the bountiful goodness * of the Savior, Who
bestoweth Great Mercy on the world.

uhll lly 550 dpaia ccilaally JiLIL Sai =5
&Ky AlY) M duve (idaa U i a8
B Gisiass (3ails amlnl ae AaiKa ) L) Sy
Oy pabaal) ouse (sl Nisgn a plaad L] Led « &Y
laed Gaedali (iigany fodly gl 2 JERSy ccamall
vl Do ze Ll Ul laand oY) mulidlly
L Al Al s AV Al JU G UJM
 oalanl

Verse 6. Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him
upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let everything that hath
breath praise the Lord.

Zion, thou sacred city of God, * lift up thy voice,
proclaim to all the divinely-blest * memorial of the
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Fathers, while singing Abraham’s praise, * and with
Isaac, honor Jacob great of fame.* For lo, now we
magnify Judah, Levi, the Patriarchs, * and the great
Moses, wondrous Aaron, and we acclaim* David,
Samuel, and with them, Jesus of Navi. * As we strike up
divine prefestal praises of Christ our God, * with hymns
composed by divine grace, we also ask that we all may
find * the bountiful goodness * of the Savior, Who
bestoweth Great Mercy on the world.
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Verse 7. Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy Name unto the
ages. Come, O Elias, thou, who of old * drovest on high
in a divine fiery chariot, * divinely-wise Elisseus, and
Hezekiah the King, * with Josiah: do ye all exult for
joy. * O hallowed and God-inspired twelve-fold band of
the Prophets’ choir, * dance ye together on the Savior’s
Nativity; * sing aloud with songs, all ye righteous, and
form a choir. * O ye all-blessed Children who were
granted the Spirit’s dew *to quench the flame of the
furnace, make intercession in our behalf, * and boldly
entreat Christ * that He graciously bestow His Great
Mercy on our souls.
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Verse 8. For righteous art Thou in all which Thou hast
done for us.

Lo, now she hath appeared on the earth * who from all
ages had been preached in the Prophets’ words, * the
pure Virgin Theotokos, whom the revered and most
wise * Patriarchs and righteous companies
proclaim. * With them, woman’s majesty also danceth
for joy today: * Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Hannah all form
a choir * with wise Mariam, Moses’ sister most
glorious. * And with the righteous women, all the ends of
the world rejoice, * and all creation together doth render
homage, because our God * is come to be born now * in
the flesh, and to bestow His Great Mercy on the world.
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DOXASTICON FOR SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE EIGHT

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit.

The collection of the Law's teachings maketh plain
Christ's divine Nativity in the flesh through them that had
preached of grace before the coming of the Law, since,
by faith, they had transcended the Law. Wherefore, unto
the souls held in Hades, did they foretell Thy Nativity
which, through the Resurrection, was the cause of our
deliverance from corruption. O Lord, glory be to Thee.
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most blessed art thou, O Virgin Theotokos, for through
Him that was incarnate of thee is Hades despoiled, Adam
is recalled from the dead, the curse is made void, Eve is
set free, death is slain, and we are endowed with life.
Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed art
Thou, O Christ our God, Who is thus well pleased, glory
to Thee.
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THE GREAT DOXOLOGY IN TONE EIGHT

Glory to Thee, who has shown us the Light. Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among
men.
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We praise thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we
glorify Thee, we give thanks unto Thee for Thy great

glory.
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O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; O
Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy
Spirit.
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest
away the sin of the world, have mercy on us, thou that
takest away the sins of the world.
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Receive our prayer, Thou that sittest at the right hand of
the Father, and have mercy on us.
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For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the Lord, O Jesus
Christ, to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Every day will I bless Thee, and | will praise Thy Name
forever; yea, forever and ever.
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Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, and praised
and glorified be Thy Name forever. Amen.
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord: be upon us, as we do put our
hope in thee.
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes.
(Thrice)
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Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all generations. | said:
Be merciful unto me; heal my soul, for I have sinned
against Thee.

,Ahwj\g;jg&kui‘gﬂgﬁ‘;maﬁm@g
“ﬂ:‘ll .’.21//. 'ﬁg;:& > L/—Q::*b

Lord, | have fled unto Thee: teach me to do Thy will, for
Thou art my God.
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For with Thee is the fountain of life; in Thy light shall we
see light.
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O continue Thy lovingkindness unto them that know
Thee.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on
us. (Thrice)
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
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Both now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on
us.

TROPARION IN

TONE EIGHT

Having risen from the tomb, and having burst the bonds
of Hades, Thou didst loose the condemnation of Death, O
Lord, releasing all mankind from the snares of the
enemy. Having manifested Thyself to Thine Apostles,
Thou didst send them forth to proclaim Thee; and
through them Thou hast granted Thy peace unto the
civilized world, O Thou Who alone art plenteous in
mercy.
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