THE PRESANCTIFIED DIVINE LITURGY
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VARIABLES FOR HOLY THURSDAY
(SUNG ON THE MORNING OR AFTERNOON
OF HOLY WEDNESDAY BY ANTICIPATION)

For the full, invariable parts of the Presanctified Divine Liturgy,
see the digital text revised in 2026, available in PDF and RTF.

“O Lord, I Have Cried” in Tone One
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For Holy Thursday in Tone One
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Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that I may
praise Thy Name.

Thee, the Son of the Virgin, did the harlot
recognize as God; and imploring Thee with
weeping, since she had done things worthy of
tears, she said: Loose my debt, as [ unloose my
tresses; love her who kisseth Thee, and is justly
hated. And together with publicans, I will
proclaim Thee, O Benefactor and Friend of man.
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Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me, until
Thou recompense me.

The harlot mingled the very precious myrrh with
her tears, and she poured it out on Thine
immaculate feet, as she tenderly kissed them.
Even as Thou didst justify her at once, grant us
forgiveness also, O Thou Who didst suffer for
us, and do Thou save us.
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Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried unto
Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice.

While the sinful woman was offering myrrh,
then was the disciple making terms with the
lawless. She rejoiced in emptying out that which
was of great price, and he made haste to sell Him
that is beyond price. She recognized the Master;
he severed himself from the Master. She was set
free, and Judas became a slave of the enemy.
Fearful is heedlessness! Great is repentance!
Which do Thou grant unto me, O Savior, Who
didst suffer for us, and do Thou save us.
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Verse 7. Let thine ears be attentive to the voice
of my supplication.

O the wretchedness of Judas! He beheld the
harlot kissing Thy feet, and he treacherously
meditated the kiss of betrayal. She let loose her
tresses, and he bound himself with wrath,
bearing instead of myrrh, his stinking
wickedness; for envy knoweth not even to prefer
its own profit. O the wretchedness of Judas!
From which, O God, do Thou deliver our souls.
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Also for Holy Thursday in Tone Two

Verse 6. If Thou, O Lord, shouldest mark
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with
Thee there is forgiveness.

The sinful woman ran to purchase myrrh, very
precious myrrh, to anoint the Benefactor. To the
seller of myrrh she cried: Give me myrrh, that |
may also anoint Him Who hath wiped away all
my sins.
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Also for Holy Thursday in Tone Six
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Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have I waited for
Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon Thy
word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord.

She that was engulfed in sin found Thee, the
Haven of Salvation; and pouring out myrrh with
her tears, she cried to Thee: Behold Him that
beareth the repentance of them that sin. But, O
Master, rescue me from the swelling tempest of
sin, for Thy great mercy’s sake.
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Verse 4. From the morning watch until night,
from the morning watch let Israel trust in the
Lord.

Today, Christ is present in the house of the
Pharisee; and a sinful woman approached Him
and fell at His feet, crying: Look upon her who
is engulfed in sin, and in despair because of her
deeds, and yet not abhorred by Thy goodness.
Grant even me, O Lord, the remission of mine
evil deeds; and save me.
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Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and
with Him is abundant redemption, and He will
deliver Israel from all his iniquities.

The harlot spread out her hair before Thee, the
Master; Judas spread out his hands to the
iniquitous. She, to receive forgiveness; he, to
receive the silver. Wherefore, we cry to Thee,
Who wast sold and hast made us free: O Lord,
glory be to Thee.
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Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise
Him, all ye people.

A woman, foul-smelling and covered with mire,
drew nigh, O Savior, and poured out tears upon
Thy feet, proclaiming Thy Passion. How can I
gaze upon Thee, the Master? Yet Thou Thyself
art come to save the harlot. Out of this abyss do
Thou raise me who am dying, O Thou Who didst
rouse Lazarus from the tomb after four days.
Receive me, hapless as I am, O Lord, and save
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She that was in despair because of her life, and ol AL

was known for her ways, held the myrrh as she
drew nigh to Thee, and she cried: Cast me, the
harlot, not away, O Thou Who wast born of a
Virgin. Disregard not my tears, O Thou Joy of
the angels; but receive me, the repentant, Thou
Who didst not reject me, the sinner, O Lord, for
Thy great mercy’s sake.
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THE DOXASTICON FOR HOLY
WEDNESDAY IN TONE EIGHT
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of | -

ages. Amen.

O Lord, the woman who had fallen into many
sins perceived Thy divinity, and taking upon
herself the duty of a myrrh-bearer, with
lamentation she bringeth Thee myrrh-oils before
Thine entombment. Woe unto me! saith she, for
night is become for me a frenzy of

sl A8 GV sddll 23y i¥ly U 33

el sl a3
L i€ Llhad b Edada A B0 &) el b
el CDLls Ay GAST (gDl Ea

4_.0.\\_&3 daaiis cUSJJ\ C_\_\g \_\j.\.b sl u.k.gjj
Lg_ag #;d\ 5 S g BN k| (29



https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/hymn_of_kassiani-ckaram-wnbn.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/hymn_of_kassiani-ckaram-wnbn.pdf

licentiousness, a dark and moonless love of sin.
Receive the fountains of my tears, O Thou Who
dost gather into clouds the water of the sea.
Incline unto me, unto the sighings of my heart,
O Thou Who didst bow the Heavens by Thine
ineffable condescension. I will kiss Thine
immaculate feet, and wipe them again with the
tresses of my head; those feet, at whose sound
Eve hid herself for fear when she heard Thee
walking in Paradise in the cool of the day. As for
the multitude of my sins and the abyss of Thy
judgments, who can search them out, O Savior
of souls, my Savior? Do not disdain me, Thy
handmaiden, O Thou Who art boundless in
mercy.
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o The clergy make the entrance with the GOSPEL BOOK, not the censer.

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand upright!
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O GLADSOME LIGHT (plain reading)
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Reader: O gladsome Light of the holy glory of
the immortal, heavenly, holy and blessed Father:
O Jesus Christ. Lo now that we have come to the
setting of the sun, as we behold the evening light,
we hymn Thee: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
God. Meet it is for Thee at all times to be
magnified by joyous voices, O Son of God and
Giver of life. Wherefore the whole world doth
glorify Thee.
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OLD TESTAMENT READINGS
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THE FIRST READING
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Deacon: The evening prokeimenon!

Reader: O give thanks unto the God of heaven:
for his mercy endureth forever. O give thanks
unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth
forever.

Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The Reading from Exodus. (2:11-22; 18:4)
Deacon: Let us attend!
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Reader: One day, when Moses had grown up,
he went out to his people and looked on their
burdens; and he saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his people. He looked this way
and that, and seeing no one he killed the
Egyptian and hid him in the sand. When he went
out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were
struggling together; and he said to the man that
did the wrong, “Why do you strike your fellow?”
He answered, “Who made you a prince and a
judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you
killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid,
and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” When
Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But
Moses fled from Pharaoh, and stayed in the land
of Mid’ian; and he sat down by a well. Now the
priest of Mid’ian had seven daughters; and they
came and drew water, and filled the troughs to
water their father’s flock. The shepherds came
and drove them away; but Moses stood up and
helped them, and watered their flock. When they
came to their father Reu’el, he said, “How is it
that you have come so soon today?” They said,
“An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the
shepherds, and even drew water for us and
watered the flock.” He said to his daughters,
“And where is he? Why have you left the man?
Call him, that he may eat bread.” And Moses
was content to dwell with the man, and he gave
Moses his daughter Zippo’rah. She bore a son,
and he called his Name Gershom; for he said, “I
have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” And the
name of the other, Elie’zer, for he said, “The
God of my father was my help, and delivered me
from the sword of Pharaoh.”
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At the end of the first reading, the priest holds a lighted
candle and the censer in his right hand, and the reader
reads the prokeimenon for the second reading.
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THE SECOND READING
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Reader: Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth forever:
forsake not the work of Thine own hands. I will
praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart:
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before the angels will I sing praise unto thee.

Reader: Command!

P
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o The people kneel. The Priest turns toward the Prothesis Table, elevates the censer and the candle, which are in his right

hand at head level and makes the sign of the cross:

The people remain standing. The priest turns toward the
Prothesis Table, elevates the censer and the candle, which
are in his right hand at head level, and makes the sign of
the cross:
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Priest: Wisdom. Stand upright.

Then standing in the holy doors facing the people,
making the sign of the cross with the censer and candle,
saying:

Priest: The Light of Christ illumineth all.

The Priest returns to the Holy Table and gives away the
candle and censer.
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Reader: The Reading from the book of Job.
(2:1-10)

Deacon: Wisdom. Let us attend.
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Reader: Again, there was a day when the sons
of God came to present themselves before the
Lord, and Satan also came among them to
present himself before the Lord. And the Lord
said to Satan, “Whence have you come?” Satan
answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on
the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”
And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job, that there is none like
him on the earth, a blameless and upright man,
who fears God and turns away from evil? He still
holds fast his integrity, although you moved me
against him, to destroy him without cause.” Then
Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! All that
a man has he will give for his life. But put forth
thy hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh,
and he will curse thee to thy face.” And the Lord
said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your power; only
spare his life.” So Satan went forth from the
presence of the Lord, and afflicted Job with
loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the
crown of his head. And he took a potsherd with
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which to scrape himself, and sat among the
ashes. Then his wife said to him, “Do you still
hold fast your integrity? Curse God, and die.”
But he said to her, “You speak as one of the
foolish women would speak. Shall we receive
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
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e Next, the priest censes the altar, sanctuary and congregation during the chanting of “Let my prayer arise,”
customarily in tone six. After this, we have a gospel reading.

THE GOSPEL

Deacon: Wisdom. Stand upright. Let us hear the
Holy Gospel.

Priest: Peace be to all.
Choir: And to thy spirit.

Priest: The reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Saint Matthew. (26:6-16)

Choir: Glory to thee, O Lord. Glory to thee.

Priest: Let us attend!
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Priest: Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the
house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to
him with an alabaster flask of very expensive
ointment, and she poured it on his head, as he sat
at table. But when the disciples saw it, they were
indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this
ointment might have been sold for a large sum,
and given to the poor.” But Jesus, aware of this,
said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman?
For she has done a beautiful thing to me. For you
always have the poor with you, but you will not
always have me. In pouring this ointment on my
body she has done it to prepare me for burial.
Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is
preached in the whole world, what she has done
will be told in memory of her.” Then one of the
twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to
the chief priests and said, “What will you give
me if [ deliver him to you?” And they paid him
thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he
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sought an opportunity to betray him.
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Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord. Glory to Thee.
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THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May He Who is going to His voluntary
Passion for our salvation, Christ our true God,
through the intercessions of His all-immaculate
and all-blameless holy Mother, by the might of
the precious and life-giving Cross; by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of
heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John;
of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable Apostles;
of our father among the saints, Gregory the
Dialogist, pope of Rome, whose Presanctified
Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the
holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of
our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint
N., the patron and the protector of this holy
community; of the holy and righteous ancestors
of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints:
have mercy upon us and save us, forasmuch as
He is good and loveth mankind.
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Choir: Amen.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy Fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
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